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World War II 


In the fall of 1 944, most allied soldiers predicted that the war in 
Europe would be over by Christmas. Fierce fighting was taking place 
along the German frontier at Aachen and the Hurtgen Forest and 
the collapse of the German Army in the west seemed imminent. 

But the German Army was still a foe to be respected and on 
the 16th of December, it launched a major counter offensive in 
the heavily wooded area of the Ardennes Belgium, France, and 
Luxembourg. In the early part of the offensive, the Germans 
managed to make deep penetrations into the U.S. defenses in that 
sector. The surprise attack caught the Allied forces completely off 


guard and it developed into the largest and bloodiest battle fought 
by the United States in World War II. 

By January 25th of 1 945, the 'Bulge' in the allied lines had been 
completely reduced, severely depleting Germany's armored forces 
on the Western Front, crippling their ability to resist the final Allied 
push to the Rhine. 

Our newest World War II releases focus on this time period and 
will be developed in depth to allow the collector to represent any 
of the engagements in the closing days of war in Europe on the 
western front. 


The figures above are just a small sampling of the World War II collection what W. Britain produces. 
The figures shown and the entire W Britain range can be purchased from the retailers listed below: 


Toy Soldier Shoppe 

Tel: 414-302-1850 
Fax:414-302-1851 
www. toysoldiershoppe. net 
3775 S. 108th St. 
Greenfield, Wisconsin 53228 


The History Store 

Tel: 740-775-7400 
www. thehistorystore. net 
info@thehistorystore. net 
101 North Paint St. 
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601 


Sierra Toy Soldier 

Tel: 408-395-3000 
Fax: 408-358-3966 
www.sierratoy soldier, com 
29 N. Santa Cruz A ve. 
Los Gatos, California 95030 


Green’s Collectables 

Tel: 973-627-4961 
www. greens collectables, com 
46 Warren Trail 
Denville, New Jersey 07834 


The Toy Soldier Company 

Tel: (Toll Free) 1-888-825-8697 
www. toysoldierco. com 


Tedtoy Miniatures 

Tel: 270-929-2876 
www.tedtoy.com 
1301 Walnut Street 
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301 


Treefrog Treasures 

Tel: 866-394-2418 
Outside U.S.: 1-507-545-2500 
www. treefrogtreasures. com 
248 Sandstone Drive NW 
Eyota, Minnesota 55934 


Hobby Bunker 

Tel: 781-321-8855 
Fax: 781-321-8866 
www. hobbybunker. com 
33 Exchange Street 
Malden, Massachusetts 02148 



Call and mention this ad to 
receive a FREE catalog! 

For more information visit 

www.wbritain.com 
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MILITARY MINIATURES 






TCS IS VERY PLEASED TO ISSUE ANOTHER NAPOLEON- 
IC RELEASE. THIS RELEASE IS OF THE MOST FAMOUS 
11H PRUSSIAN LINE. THS REGIMENT DISTINGUISHED 
ITSELF AT WATERLOO. ALSO KNOWN AS THE 2ND 
SILESIAN OUR CLUTCH OF SEVEN POSES ARE IDEAL IN 
YOUR DISPLAY. BLUCHER WAS OF COURSE ONE TO 
SAVE THE DAY AND DELIVER VICTORY TO THE 
ENGLISH AT WATERLOO. 

TCS IS ALSO PLEASED TO INTRODUCE OUR NEWEST 
1/6TH STATUE, ALLGEMEINE SS 1938. CAPTURED AT 
THE MOMENT OF PRESENT ARMS, GUARDING OMI- 
NOUSLY. HAND SCULPTED, CAST IN MARBLE WITH 
METAL PIECES THIS MAGNIFICENT SCULPTURE IS A 
MUST HAVE. STRICTLY LIMITED TO 300 PIECES. 

AT TCS EVERY SCULPT HAS TO 
MOVE EVERY PAINT STROKE 
MUST SHINE. EVERY PIECE 
MUST TELL A STORY 
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TOY SOLDIER SHOWCASE 


NEW METAL SHOWCASE 40 

Editor Stuart A. Hessney brings seasonal 
tidings of comfort and joy to collectors 
around the globe with reviews covering 
everything from Christmas-related themes to 
the Crusades, Renaissance men, the American 
Revolutionary War, Napoleonics, the Anglo- 
Zulu War and both World Wars. 

PLASTIC PARADE 54 

Reviewer Jim Clouse sets sail with a pirate 
schooner produced by his pal Ron Barzso. 

KIT KORNER 58 

Paul Newman launches a how-to series, 
starting with techniques for constructing 
model figure kits made of either metal or 
resin, in hope some TS&MF readers become 
inspired to give it a go. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 




Welcome to TS&MF, the world’s No. 1 magazine for collectors 
of all stripes! 

Yours truly kicks things off with a piece titled “The Toy Soldier 
Turns 30.”It’s an account of a great day out at The Toy Soldier’s 30th 
anniversary open house hosted by Carol and James H. Hillestad, 
in Cresco, Pa., USA, on Halloween, Saturday, Oct. 31, 2015. 

After his childhood enjoyment of toy soldiers was reignited, 
Jim became a dealer to help finance his own collecting in 1985. 
Five years later he began construction of his remarkable museum 
in the Pocono Mountains and it opened in 1991. 

The open house’s excellent turnout of about 70 people included Ericka and Kenneth 
A. Osen of W. Britain/Hudson & Allen Studio, Richard Walker of History Works/Del 
Prado, and Martin Ritchie of U.S. Military Miniatures. The Wayfarers band performed 
19th-century tunes in the garden while visitors enjoyed touring the museum, doing some 
shopping and, of course, talking toy soldiers. 

Jim has become well-known for his diorama-building expertise. His efforts to help 
advance our hobby have included penning a steady stream of articles for TS&ME and 
The Standard of the W. Britain Collectors Club. He has also placed a number of his 
dioramas in public places, including four Battle of Gettysburg dioramas recently installed 
in a Pennsylvania museum as reported elsewhere in this edition. 

Thanks to Jim and Carol for all they’ve done for our hobby, congratulations on reaching 
the 30th anniversary milestone and best wishes for continued success in the future! 

Jim usually stages his open houses on a semiannual basis on the Thursday before the 
springtime Miniature Figure Collectors of America Show and Mart in Valley Forge, 

Pa.; and on the Saturday prior to the fall’s East Coast Toy Soldier Show & Sale in 
Hackensack, N.J. As usual, many of his guests were en route to the East Coast event 
Sunday, Nov. 1, the subject of a show report delivered by A.J. Mergenthaler. 

“Every Soldier Tells a Story” is Colin Romanick’s survey ofW. Britain’s new foray 
into World War II collectibles set against the backdrop of the “Band of Brothers” 
fighting to take Foy, Belgium, during the wintry Battle of the Bulge. 

Gus Gardner updates fellow collectors on additions to a nostalgic toy soldier series 
based on British Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee of 1897 and produced by Californian 
craftsman Edmund Fangonilo. 

As usual, there’s lots more in store in this edition, so please 
start turning the pages, enjoy and, as always, happy collecting! 


Stuart A. Hessney, editor 



FIGURES OF THE MONTH 

I have two choices this time: “Santa & His Globe” by King & 
Country Ltd. because it’s so seasonal and creative along with 
a one-eyed standard-bearer of the Knights Hospitaller from a 
Crusades series by First Legion Ltd. because he looks so grim, 
determined and cool. 
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RODNEY'S 

Dimestore Gallery 


Specializing in Mint Condition 
Rare & Retired sets! 

Buying, Selling and occasional Trading. 


DOWNLOAD AND INSTALL OUR FREE MOBILE APP 
AND GET A $20.00 STORE CREDIT 

AVAILABLE FOR IPHONE AND ANDROID 



Download our app for the latest 
news and discounts. Earn rewards 
by using our loyalty card every 
time you order from us, and 
receive push notifications with 
exclusive deals for app users only! 

Either scan the QR code below for 
your device or click the link to go 
directly to the app store for your 
device and download the app! 


APPLE IPHONE 



ANDROID 



For all of the latest follow us on Facebook and Twitter! 



GfaFfy stores |£l 


Linked [Q 


In Store Viewings and Sales by Appointment Only. 
Featured Manufacturers Include 

King & Country, Collectors Showcase, John Jenkins, First Legion, 
Figarti, Conte, Thomas Gunn and many more. 

www.rodneysdimestoregallery.com 

Email: rodneysgallery@yahoo.com • Phone: 850-932-6522 
2937 Rosa Del Villa Dr Gulf Breeze, FL 32563 








OPENING VOLLEY 

HOBBY-RELATED NEWS & NOTES FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 


PENTAGON PICKS VEHICLE TO REPLACE HUMVEE 


The U.S. Army has awarded 
Wisconsin-based Oshkosh Corp. a 
$6.7 billion contract to replace the 
iconic Humvee with the Joint Light 
Tactical Vehicle (JLTV). 

Oshkosh faced stiff competition 
from Lockheed Martin and AM 
General, which builds the Humvee. 

The initial order calls for 17,000 
vehicles. Production is scheduled to 
begin in early 2016. The Army expects 
to have its first JLT Vs ready for use in 
the 2018 fiscal year. 

Oshkosh will manufacture both two- 
seat and four- seat JLT Vs and trailers 
to go with them. Oshkosh is expected 
to build 50,000 JLTVs for the Army 
and 5,500 for the Marines, making the 
government contract eventually worth 
$30 billion or more. 

The Pentagon decided to replace 
the Humvee to address modern 
combat conditions in conflicts without 
front lines fought against invisible 
enemies capable of turning roadways into 
deathtraps. U.S. forces suffered such 


heavy casualties from improvised 
explosive devices in Iraq that Humvees 
were retrofitted with metal shielding. 

“The HMMWV was the right 
capability for its era,” said Scott Davis, 
program executive officer of the Army 
Combat Support and Combat Services 
Support. “It was never intended to be a 
combat vehicle.” 

“Adding the protection soldiers 
needed in today’s full-spectrum 
threat environments to a HMMWV 
substantially degraded its mobility, 
and in some cases eliminated its 
payload capacity,” Davis noted. 

Retired Army Maj. Gen. John M. 
Urias, who has been employed as 
Oshkosh’s executive vice president 
and president, defense, since October 
2011, asserted, “Our JLTV has 
been extensively tested and is proven 
to provide the ballistic protection of a 
light tank, the underbody protection of 
an MRAP-class vehicle, and the off- 
road mobility of a Baja racer.” 

Urias added, “The Oshkosh JLTV 


LAST WWII DAMBUSTERS 



Les Munro, the WWII Dambusters' last 
surviving pilot, is pictured while serving as 
mayor of Waitomo, N.Z. 


PILOT LES MUNRO DIES 

Squadron Leader John Leslie Munro, 
the last surviving pilot from World War 
II’s Dambusters Raid, died at age 96 in 
Tauranga, New Zealand, Aug. 4, 2015. 

Les Munro was born April 5, 1919, 
in Gisborne along New Zealand’s East 
Coast. He lived there on the family 
sheep farm until enlisting in the Royal 
New Zealand Air Force July 5, 1941. 

Munro volunteered to join the 
British RAF Bomber Command’s 
No. 617 Squadron for a secret mission 
called Operation Chastise. It targeted 
dams upstream from Nazi Germany’s 
industrialized Ruhr Valley the night of 
May 16-17, 1943. 

Nineteen modified Avro Lancaster 
bombers dropping special drum-shaped 
“bouncing bombs” breached two dams. 
The resulting flooding put critical German 
factories and mines out of commission, 


allows troops to travel over rugged 
terrain at speeds 70 percent faster than 
today’s gold standard, which is our 
Oshkosh M-ATV. Looking to future 
battlefields, we know that our troops 
will face a myriad of threats. Soldiers 
and Marines can be assured that the 
highly capable Oshkosh JLTV will 
perform the mission.” 

—Stuart A. Hessney 



Oshkosh version of the JLTV designed to 
replace the Humvee. (Photo by William 
Kapinski/Courtesy Oshkosh) 


and killed about 1,600 civilians. 

Munro’s copilot on the mission was 
Wing Cmdr. Leonard Cheshire, the 
squadron’s commanding officer who 
subsequently Munro was a veteran 
of 58 missions when he was released 
from military service Feb. 5, 1946. 

His awards included the Companion 
of the New Zealand Order of 
Merit, Distinguished Service Order, 
Companion of The Queen’s Service 
Order, Distinguished Flying Cross and 
French Legion of Honor. 

Munro returned to New Zealand’s 
North Island and established a farm near 
Te Kuiti, where a street and arts center 
have been named after him. He served as 
mayor of the Waitomo District Council 
from 1980 to 1995. After retiring, he 
moved to Tauranga. 

—Stuart A. Hessney 
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W. BRITAIN STANDARD COVERS WWII TOPICS AND MORE 


The fall 2015 edition of The 
Standard, the exclusive quarterly 
journal of the W. Britain Collectors 
Club, spotlights the manufacturer’s 
plunge back into World War II 
topics. 

Colin Romanick contributes 
an article about the history of 
the German 8 8 -mm Flak gun 
and the impending release of a 
detailed model of the famous 
tank killer from WWII. The U.S. 
Army’s “Band of Brothers” from 
Easy Company, 506th Regiment, 
101st Airborne Division, have also 
inspired new releases illustrating a 
Battle of the Bulge-related article by 
Romanick titled “The Fight for Foy.” 

Romanick also covers the 
2015 W. Britain Model Figure 
Symposium in Gettysburg, Pa. 

David Brown reports on recent 
auction results. 

Joseph Reed has penned the 
first in a two-part series about the 
British Royal Navy’s HMS Victory, 
Vice Adm. Horatio Nelson’s 


flagship in the fateful Battle of 
Trafalgar Oct. 21, 1805. 

American Civil War themes 
include Nicky Hughes’look at bands. 
The Toy Soldier Museum’s James 
H. Hillestad examines the role of 
railroads in the War Between the 
States and illustrates his text by 
creating a marvelous model war 
train diorama. 

The debut of W. Britain’s glossy 
“Regiments Classic Collection” 
is trumpeted with a look at new 
figures of late 18th-century 
British 10th Light Dragoons. 

The manufacturer’s master 
painter of glossy figures, Ted 
Deddens of Tedtoy Miniatures, 
delivers a step-by-step account 
of how he painted them in 
“Tips From the Workbench.” 

This edition of the 
publication also begins an 
update to a 2009 guidebook 
providing an inventory of Anglo - 
Zulu War releases from W. Britain. 

—Stuart A. Hessney 


******>*»<*» 






Inside: 

Taking Foy 




A prototype of W. Britain's WWII German 
88-mm Flak gun appears in a wintry 
setting on the The Standard's latest cover. 


GERMAN FOOTBALLER SUES OVER NAZI ACTION FIGURE LIKENESS 


German footballer Bastian 
Schweinsteiger is threatening to sue 
a Hong Kong-based toy company for 
marketing a l/6th-scale figure of a 
World War II Nazi soldier bearing his 
first name and likeness. 

Dragon in Dream Corp. (DiD) 
has produced a German Wehrmacht 
“supply duty” soldier dubbed “Bastian” 


that bears a striking resemblance to 
the 31 -year-old midfielder for the 
German national team and Manchester 
United of the English Premier League. 
The action figure comes with a Nazi 
swastika-bearing eagle emblem on the 
uniform. 

The German newspaper Bild 
reported that Schweinsteiger has begun 



Footballer Bastian Schweinsteiger and DiD's WWII German soldier figure dubbed "Bastian. 


legal proceedings to stop sales of the 
figure. It retails for about $140 U.S. 

DiD spokesman Patrick Chan 
brushed off the accusation, characterizing 
any resemblance to the footballer as 
“purely coincidental,” according to 
published reports. 

However, media lawyer Ulrich 
Amelung told Bild, “This is 
a clear violation of the rights 
of Schweinsteiger. The portrayal of 
wearing a swastika uniform is a clear 
case of defamation and insult.” 

Schweinsteiger is a hero in Germany 
for playing a vital role in its 2014 World 
Cup-winning campaign. He was named 
captain of the national team following 
Philipp Lahm’s retirement from 
international competition. 

Schweinsteiger spent 13 seasons 
at Bayern Munich, where he won 
eight Bundesliga titles and a UEFA 
Champions League crown, before 
joining Manchester United in 2015. 

— Grant Peterson 
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OBITUARY: TOY SOLDIER MAKER E. JOE SHIMEK II (1935-2015) 


American toy soldier maker E. Joe 
Shimek II, 80, of Ingram, Texas, died 
Oct. 1,2015. 

He was born to Edwin Joe Shimek 
and Evelyn Epley Shimek in Houston 
Jan. 16, 1935. Joe married Alida Davis 
July 14, 1990, in Carmel, Calif. He 
moved his family back to Texas in 2000. 

Joe was in the first graduating class 
at St.Johns School in Houston at 
age 16. He went on to attend Rice 
Institute, also in Houston. 

At age 18, Joe was honored to be 
accepted to the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, N.Y. He was a member 
of the Class of 1957. 

Joe went into the Army’s armored 
cavalry and completed Ranger school 
in 1958. He became fluent in German 
and Russian. He served as a U.S./ 
Soviet forces liaison while posted in 
West Germany during the Cold War. 

Joe also did a tour of duty during 
the Vietnam War as an adviser to the 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam. His 
decorations included the Bronze Star. 

Joe taught Russian at West Point 
and worked for Defense Intelligence 
Agency. He was a lieutenant colonel 
when he retired in 1977. 

After retiring, Joe took his lifelong 
interest in toy soldiers a step further and 
established Potsdamer Zinnsoldaten, a 
brand named after a place he was posted 
in Germany. He became well-known in 
the hobby for making a wide variety of 
historical and imaginative items in the 
style of old German toy soldiers like the 
Heyde Size 2. 

Joe also created 54-mm figures in 
the glossy fashion of vintage makers 
such as Britains and Authenticast 
under his own Britannia label. His 
late friend Neal Crowley helped with 



Joe Shimek's work was a salute to old 
toy soldiers complete with sets tied 
into traditional-style red boxes with 
atmospheric labels. 


painting figures. Joe’s encyclopedic 
knowledge of hobby history and his 
playful sense of humor often shined 
through in his toy figures. 

Joe loved playing the bagpipes and 
did so all over the world, including 
Texas, Machu Picchu in Peru, Hawaii, 
Europe, California and West Point. He 
was pipe major of the Salinas Valley 
Highlanders Pipe Band in California. 

Joe was an avid runner since his 
West Point years. He participated in 
10 marathons in Los Angeles and 
Big Sur, Calif. 

Joe was preceded in death by his 
parents and a sister, Sarah. He is survived 
by his wife, Alida; son, Henry; son, 

Joe, and his wife Susan; and daughter, 


Suzanne. Survivors also include his 
sister, Suzanne, and her husband, Don; 
and grandchildren Franz and Heidi. 

—Stuart A. Hessney 


Britannia 2nd West India Regiment crafted 
by Joe Shimek. 




Joe Shimek's Potsdamer Zinnsoldaten sets included this Heyde-like "Review of the 2nd Foot 
Guards in Potsdam." 
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Cartoon by Doug Dearth 



Sierra Toy Soldier Company 



Napoleonic Prussian Landwehr Infantry 
from Thomas Gunn Miniatures 

Currently carrying the following lines 

King & Country First Legion W. Britains 
Thomas Gunn Miniatures John Jenkins Designs 
Cold Steel Miniatures Figarti Frontline 
Del Prado JG Miniatures 


35 Pilgrim Village Road, Unit 902, Taunton MA 02780 
tel: 617-462-5431 email: gguerriero@msn.com 



IN 
STOCK 
NOW! 


Sierra Toy Soldier Exclusive 
New Release with King & Country 


Visit Our store, In person Or Online For 
The Largest Selection Of Toy Soldiers! 

29 N. Santa Cruz Avenue, Los Gatos, CA 95030 
Toll Free (866) 869-7653 • International (408) 395-3000 
Fax (408) 395-3006 


WWII Monte 
Cossino - Wojtek 
& His Handler 
SKCX001 
First Edition! 


www.mmtoysoldiers.com 


II www.sierratoysoldier.com 






available: direct from us and from all good quality toy soldier stockists throughout the MORLl). 


Thomas Gunn Miniatures • 21 Deverill Road • Sutton Veny • Warminster • BA12 7BZ • UK 
www.tomgunn.co.uk • email: welcome@tomgunn.co.uk • phone: 0044 01985 840539 


USMC CORSAIR 


NEW WW1 ALBATROS FIGHTERS 


WW1 

BRITISH 

DESERT 

INFANTRY. 
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FIRE BACK! 


Share your views by e-mailing 
stuart@ashdown.co.uk 


SOUND OFF ABOUT THE HOBBY OR MAGAZINE 


KEEP SHOWING FIGURES 

Dear Editor: 

I would like to congratulate you on 
your editorial response to David 
Schwartz’s letter in TS&MF 
issue 210 opposing the display, 
in advertisements or coverage, of 
World War II German Nazis and 
Confederate flags. I totally agree 
with you that, in the context of 
historical truth, these figures have a 
valued place. As you observed, who 
would our miniature “good guys” 
fight against? 

Personally, I find the display 
of either of these type of things 
repulsive as a decoration on 
someone’s car or house as a political 


IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 

statement. But I have no problem with 
re-enactors flying the Rebel flag or 
wearing Nazi armbands. 

I have never understood the 
fascination some people have with Nazi 
regalia, which is easily discerned at any 
gun or militaria show. I have an SA 
dagger, liberated by one of my uncles 
during WWII, but do not display it. 

The only time it has ever been seen 
in “public,” it was crossed with my 
father’s K-Bar over a map of Normandy, 
together with a can of Spam (which was 
not the main course), during our 50th 
anniversary of D-Day dinner. 

That aside, I do believe that the 
magazine should continue to show 


toy soldiers in 
their historical 
context, even 
though it might 
offend a small 
number of people 
who don’t understand history. 

Fred Nelson 
Traverse City 
Mich., USA 

The Editor Responds: Thanks for the 
outpouring of support for my views 
from the readers whose letters are 
published here along with the many 
other e-mails and phone calls I have 
received. 



THANKS TO K&C FOR REINFORCING ALAMO 


Dear Editor: 

I would like to congratulate King 
& Country Ltd. for its efforts in 
producing more Texas Alamo figures. 

I was totally gob- smacked to see 
that the manufacturer is bringing 
out new figures based on the Texas 
Revolution. This great news came just 

i r * 


in time because now I know what my 
family can buy me for Christmas! 

In a letter printed in TS&MF 
issue 194, 1 criticized K&C for only 
producing two Alamo figures for an 
entire year: defender John McGregor 
playing the bagpipes and Mexican 
Lt. Col. Jose Enrique de la Pena 


writing in his journal. I also voiced 
disappointment because they were not 
really action poses. 

I assume my moaning did not fall 
on deaf ears. Well done K&C and 
please keep the figures coming! 

But it is a shame that the maker 
seems to have stopped naming the 
defenders because that was a great idea 
and tribute to the brave men who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for freedom. I’d 
like to collect figures of Robert Evans 
with a flaming torch trying to light the 
powder store or Micajah Autry, whose 
bullet went astray when he had a 
chance to shoot Santa Anna. That’s two 
figures that could be made and named. 

Michael Piper 
Mansfield, Notts. 

England, U.K. 

GET WRITING! 


Win a prize by sending in a 
letter on anything concerning 
the toy soldier and model 
figure hobby. Each month 
a special surprise gift 
will be awarded to 
the Star Letter writer! 



Michael Piper's displays of Alamo items by K&C and other makers include this scene depicting 
the corner of the old Spanish mission's south and west walls , where an 18-pounder cannon 
was mounted. 
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WWII ITEMS MADE BY FIRST LEGION 


Dear Editor: 

I just received the electronic version 
ofTS&MF issue 211 and was reading 
your “German Fury in Russia” article 
featuring Alex Credidio’s photos of 
World War II figures and vehicles. One 
small correction where you wrote, “The 
German tank’s painted metal support 
infantry was produced by Kronprinz.” 
With the exception of the top photo 
on page 28 showing German infantry 
walking alongside a Tiger I tank by Figarti 
Miniatures, all other German figures 
from all other photos, the motorcycle 
combination, tank riders on the tiger, 


etc., are all First Legion Ltd. figures, not 
Kronprinz. So only in that first photo are 
the figures Kronprinz — the rest of the 
photos show only First Legion Germans. 

We obviously work hard to make 
our figures the best on the market and 
as such we’d appreciate our hard work 
not being credited to another company. 

Matt Pavone 
First Legion Ltd. 

Newburyport, Mass., USA 

The Editor Responds: My apologies for 
any confusion over identifying the sources 
of figures. 



A Soviet T-34 tank and German troops by 
First Legion animate an urban warfare scene 
created by Alex Credidio. 


TREEFROG FOUNDER 'GIANT' IN HOBBY 


Dear Editor: 

One of the easiest but yet most difficult 
tasks is to write some words about a 
friend who has just passed away like 
Shannon Reuss of Treefrog Treasures, 
who died Oct. 18, 2015. For myself and 
King & Country Ltd., Shannon was a 
very important part of the toy soldier 
hobby and business. She was also, more 
importantly, a very good friend of 
K&C, me and my family. 

Together with her husband, Pete, 
she developed and built up Treefrog 
Treasures from very modest beginnings 
into one of the largest, most diverse 
and most successful toy soldier 
suppliers in the world today. From 
those early days, K&C worked closely 
with mostly Shannon (because Pete 
had his Lutheran ministry to also run) 
in this growth and development. 

One particular area we worked on 
with Shannon was the annual Treefrog/ 
K&C dinner evenings, which took place 
for many years during the OTSN Inc. 
Chicago Toy Soldier Show. Thanks, in 
no small part to Shannon, we saw these 
events build up from a couple of dozen 
guests to more than 120 on one of the 
last joint evenings a couple of years back. 

Shannon’s skills as an organizer 
were second-to-none and not only at 
special dinner evenings. Throughout 
our business relationship, we never once 
had a “hiccup” over delivery, payment, 
damages or 101 other potential 
problems that can occur when both 
parties are separated by a few thousand 
miles and a 12-hour time difference! 

I have many happy memories of 


long phone calls either late at night or 
early in the morning with Shannon 
discussing Treefrog, K&C or just the 
hobby in general. Sometimes I would 
call her; occasionally she or Pete would 
call me. But it was always fun and 
interesting to speak with her on the 
other end of the phone. 

Several years back Shannon, Pete 
and their son Ben came out to Hong 
Kong. They spent some time at the 
K&C head office and also came along 
with us to church. We had a great time 
with them. It was also good to talk 
about other things that were NOT 
related to toy soldiers. The whole 
family was a delight to entertain and 
show them a wee bit of Hong Kong 
that the normal tourist might not see. 

Through all these years, I knew of 
Shannon’s brave battle against ovarian 
cancer and how time and time again 
she faced up to that challenge and 
succeeded, sometimes against huge 
odds, in beating it. Her good humor 
and stoicism were truly humbling to 
those of us who witnessed her struggle. 

During all of these mighty struggles 

CONTACT US 


she still managed Treefrog Treasures, 
continuing to build it. Along with Pete, 
she also set up the Treefrog Forum, still 
the principal and best-run toy soldier 
forum on the Internet! 

Her influence, often unseen, and her 
impact on this litde hobby and business 
cannot be underestimated. In the small 
world of toy soldiers, she was a “giant,” and 
a helpful, fun and friendly one at that! 

Writing personally and professionally, 
we will miss Shannon deeply and will 
not see her like again. Her bravery, good 
humor and Christianity shone through 
in everything she did. Now she is in a 
place with no pain and no darkness and 
certainly no toy soldiers. Rest in peace 
my friend. It was a privilege to know you. 

On behalf of Laura McAllister 
Johnson, Helen Mok Sargent, myself 
and all at Kings X in San Antonio, 
Texas, and K&C in Hong Kong, our 
heartfelt condolences to Pete, Ben and 
all the Reuss family and Treefrog. 

Andy C. Neilson 
Cofounder & Creative Director 
King & Country Ltd. 

Hong Kong, China 


We welcome readers' Fire Back! feedback via e-mail at stuart@ 
ashdown.co.uk. In addition, letters can be mailed to Fire Back!, 
TS&MF, Ashdown Ltd., PO Box 2258, Pul borough, West Sussex, 
England, U.K. RFI20 9BA. Letters can also be sent via fax to (507) 634- 
7691 or mail to Fire Back!, TS&MF, Ashdown Inc., 68132 250th Ave., 
Kasson, MN, USA 55944. All correspondence must include your full 
name, address and daytime telephone number in case verification 
is needed. Letters may be edited for length or clarity. Anonymous 
letters will not be considered for publication. 
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SUBSCRIBE & BE ENTERED INTO THE 
WORLD WAR I DIORAMA DRAWING! 



Hudson & Allen Studio, W. Britain , and TS&MF are giving readers a chance 
to vein a complete World War I diorama worth a grand total of $1,850! 


Subscribing today will not only give you the convenience of having your 
favorite toy soldier magazine delivered right to your door each month, 
but you will also receive the specially commissioned casting or beautiful 
gloss painted figure of WWI Lt. Col. John McCrae, MD, the poet who 
wrote "In Flanders Fields". 

Subscribe or renew for 1 year to receive the 
McCrae casting (valued at $20). 

Subscribe or renew for 2 years to receive painted 
figure (valued at $40). Each painted figure is 
personally hand-painted in traditional gloss by 
Ted Deddens of TedToy Miniatures. 

Please don't miss this chance to collect a very special sculpture while 
enjoying the convenience of having TS&MF delivered right to your door 
each and every month. 

Best of all, your name will be automatically entered in a drawing to win 
the one-of-a-kind Western Front British trench section diorama expertly 
crafted by Kenneth and Ericka Osen of Hudson & Allen Studio. 

As W. Britain's general manager and creative director, Ken is also 
generously supplying a dozen soldiers to man the trench. They feature 
realistic poses and authentic details enhanced by matt-painted shading 
and highlighting 

(the actual figures provided to the winner might vary from those 
pictured here with the diorama). 

As an added bonus, Ted will specially paint a one-of-kind McCrae figure 
in matt finishes so it fits right in with the diorama. 

* No purchase is required to be entered in the diorama drawing. Simply send you 
contact information to: TS&MF, Diorama Drawing 2014, 68132 250th Ave., Kasson, 

MN, USA, 55944. 

** Actual figures provided to the winner might vary from those pictured here in the diorama. 



The diorama alone is valued at $1,400 and 
the figures $450. Winning them would be 
a perfect way for some lucky collector to 
commemorate the WWI centenary. 



TEDTOY 

MINIATURES 


H udson Sl A ^ cn S tudio * 
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1 year iMag only 2 year iMag only 

$ 45.99 $ 84.99 


SUBSCRIBE 

TODAY 


Enjoy the convenience of having 
your favorite magazine delivered 
right to your home every month! 

This figure is handcrafted from Ted Deddens 
ofTedToy Miniatures, exclusively for TSMF 


SUBSCRIBE TO IMAG... 

Search for topics The 'Search' bar in the iMag means 
that if you are starting a project, you can type in 
what you are looking for and it will display everything 
related in that issue. 

Get the back catalogue Full Access Pass to the back 
issue iMag digital library. You will enjoy over 6,800 
pages all about toy soldiers. 

Enviromentally friendly Of course, anything done 
through the internet benefits our beautiful planet. 

It's a great way to help save our environment. 

Print off what you like You can easily print off any 
article that you want with your own printer. 

A total bargain! For only $45.99 you will receive 
a one year subscription that will get you each new 
issue and full access to the back issue library! 


HOW TO SUBSCRIBE... 

1 Tel: US TOLL FREE on 866-606-6587 or 

US: (507) 634 3143 / UK: +44 (0)1903 884988 

2 Fax US: (507) 634 7691 / UK: +44 (0)1903 885514 

3 Return the form below to: 

Mail US: Toy Soldier & Model Figure Magazine 
68132 250th Ave., Kasson, MN 55944 USA 
UK/Europe: Toy Soldier & Model Figure Magazine, 
PO Box 2258, Pulborough, RH20 9BA Great Britain 

4 Online: www.toy-soldier.com 

SUBSCRIPTION COSTS... 


1 YEAR - 12 ISSUES 
UK £64.99 
USA $121.99 
Canada (CAD) $166.99 
Europe €102.99 
Rest of World £79.99 
or $131.99 USD 


2 YEARS - 24 ISSUES 
UK £112.99 
USA $233.99 
Canada (CAD) $323.99 
Europe €193.99 
Rest of World £148.99 
or $259.99 USD 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE ATWWW.TOY-SOLDIER.COM 


PLEASE RENEW MY SUBSCRIPTION AND SEND ME MY LT. COL. JOHN MCCRAE FIGURE 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE MAGAZINE 

□ 1 YEAR $121.99 (12 issues) 

UK £64.99, Canada (CAD) $166.99, Europe €102.99, 
Rest of World f 79.99 or $ 1 3 1 .99 USD 

□ 2 YEARS $233.99 (24 issues) 

UK £112.99, Canada (CAD) $323.99, Europe €193.99, 
Rest of World f 148.99 or $259.99 USD 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE IMAG 

□ 1 YEAR $45.99 (tissues) 

□ 2 YEARS $84.99 (24 issues) 


All prices subject to change. 


Name Address 

Zip/Postal Code Country 

Tel: Email 


□ ENTER ME IN THE DIORAMA DRAWING! 

Cl Check enclosed (payable to TS&MF) IZI Credit card □ l do not wish to auto renew with the card listed below 

Card No 

Exp date Security No (last 3 digits) 

Return this form or mail to: Ashdown Broadcasting, 68132 250th Avenue, Kasson, MN 55944 or 
Ashdown Broadcasting, PO Box 2258, Pulborough, RH20 9BA, Great Britain. 
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FEATURE 


The Toy Soldier Turns 30 

Editor Stuart A. Hessney covers The Toy Soldier's 30th anniversary autumn open house 
hosted by Jim and Carol Hillestad 


Text and Photos: Stuart A. Hessney 



Note how American Dimestore toy soldiers do battle around the base of the museum's sign 
on Halloween 2015. 


H alloween was a great treat 
for traders and collectors 
who made the pilgrimage to 
the Paradise Valley of Pennsylvania’s 
Pocono Mountains for The Toy 
Soldier’s 30th anniversary open house 
and cellar sale Saturday Oct. 31, 2015. 

Proud proprietor James H. Hillestad 
and his wonderful wife, Carol, usually 
host open houses on a semiannual 
basis on the Thursday before the 
springtime Miniature Figure Collectors 
of America Show and Mart in Valley 
Forge, Pa.; and on the Saturday prior to 
the fall’s East Coast Toy Soldier Show 
& Sale in Hackensack, N.J. Typically, 
many of the attendees stop by Jim’s 
museum and shop while en route to 
one of those major U.S. shows, as was 
the case on this Halloween. 

Jim had been eagerly looking 
forward to the 30th anniversary event. 
He even hired a very talented band, 

The Wayfarers, to set up in the lovely 
garden outside the museum to play and 
sing 19th-century tunes reminiscent of 
the American Civil War period. 

Jim’s hard work and high hopes for 
a successful event were rewarded by 


Mother Nature providing ideal sunny 
weather and a terrific turnout of about 
70 people. The Hillestads based their 
attendance estimate on consumption 
of Carol’s delicious split pea and ham 
soup. Tasty sandwiches, hot dogs, 


drinks and other sundry treats were 
also part of the gracious hospitality 
extended to attendees. 

It was a truly memorable day that 
was a milestone three decades in the 
making. 




Jim Hillestad looks ecstatic as construction of his museum gets under way in 1990. (Photo The two-story museum begins to take shape 

Courtesy of The Toy Soldier) in the Pocono Mountains. 
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Canadian collectors Jeff Duncan and Eric 
Clarke (from left) in the museum's lower- 
level gallery. 

PARK LIGHTS SPARK 

In 1984, Jim was working for Chemical 
Bank at the World Trade Center in 
New York City when his friend and 
future brother-in-law Park Hammatt 
paid a visit to his office. Jim asked him 
what brought him to Manhattan? Park 
answered that he was going to attend a 
toy soldier fair across the Hudson River 
at Schuetzen Park in North Bergen, N .J. 

Jim immensely enjoyed playing 
with 54-mm painted metal Britains 
toy soldiers as a young boy, so he was 
intrigued. He returned to his Staten 
Island home and dug out a box full 
of his childhood toy soldiers lovingly 
packed away by his thoughtful parents. 

Jim took a few of his sets along on 
the day of the show. The first dealer 
that he showed them to (whom shall 
remain nameless to protect the guilty 
because he’s still active in the hobby) 



John Sparmblack with the Victorian 
Christmas sleigh set that he made 
exclusively from The Toy Soldier. 



New ACW Union railway diorama titled "Engines of War, Petersburg 1864. 


raised Jim’s eyebrows in astonishment 
and dismay by pressing one of the 
antique toy soldiers to his nose, sniffing 
it and saying, “Smells like fresh paint.” 

Being a newcomer to the modern- 
day hobby and all, Jim thought that 
encounter was kind of weird. However, 
another dealer gladly bought all of his 
sets for $150. Armed with ready cash, 
Jim curiously continued exploring the 
show. 

Suddenly, he discovered newly made 
toy soldiers from Trophy Miniatures 
of Wales Ltd. It was love at first sight! 
Compared to Jim’s relatively static old 
Britains, Trophy figures were vigorous 
and action-packed. He bought some 


and instantaneously his interest in 
collecting was reignited, all thanks to 
Park’s fortuitous influence. 

BUSINESS BORN 

By the following year, Jim had already 
begun selling figures to help subsidize 
the expense of collecting more for 
himself, and thus The Toy Soldier was 
born in 1985! 

It was still the pre-Internet age of 
mankind when collectors had to buy 
things via the telephone and/or mail 
order. Jim became frustrated because 
it could take six weeks or longer to get 
an order fulfilled, sometimes because 
the set desired had to be made. He 



Host Jim Hillestad (left) with Antonio Marti Cusido of Alymer. Jim is holding a presentation 
sword from the 1981 wedding of the United Kingdom's Charles, Prince of Wales, to Princess 
Diana. 


TOY SOLDIER & MODEL FIGURE 17 



FEATURE 



The attendees included Dan Jones ; Joe Saine 
and Doug Dearth (from left). 


conceived the idea of stocking a 
sufficient inventory of sets to provide 
customers with that era’s snail-mail 
equivalent of instant gratification when 
it came to order fulfillment. 

The Toy Soldier’s headquarters 
became three storage units near the 
airport in Newark, N .J. Jim still worked 
at the bank, so his toy soldier business 
was conducted after hours and on 
weekends. 

“I vividly recall Saturday mornings,” 
Jim mused. “Armed with a thermos of 
coffee, portable radio, lawn chair and 
order book, I set off from Staten Island 
to the storage facility. Exhilarated 
by the thought of doing business, I 
unlocked a unit’s padlock, raised the 
corrugated steel door - a heartening 



TS&MF's editor mustered this impromptu 
"Collection of Characters & Idiots" for an 
open house photo-op. They include a scout 
version of the old Britains Village Idiot 
crafted by Don Ritchie, a funny figure of Jim 
Hillestad wearing a Viking helmet reflecting 
his Norwegian heritage made by Martin 
Ritchie (no relation to Don), and a British 
Army line infantry Idiot created by the late 
Bill Brunton. 



Collectibles for sale in Carol's cottage studio included this British "Park Concert Band 
of the King's Own Scottish Borderers" made by the late E. Joe Shimek II of Potsdamer 
Zinnsoldaten in the style of old toy soldiers from Germany. 


sound as it loudly heralded the 
occasion - and set up shop.” 

“There never seemed to be enough 
coffee, the radio lost out to the planes 
roaring overhead toward the nearby 
airport, and the wind (laden sometimes 
with snow) whistled through the 
alleys,” he added. “But it was my 
business and it was exciting!” 

New shipments from overseas were 
stacked on steel shelves inside the 
storage units. Jim would draw stock to 
fill orders from the past week, load the 
toy troops into his car and take them 
home to the couple’s co-op apartment. 
“It was a wonderful place to live, but 


it didn’t lend itself to all that goes into 
packing and shipping toy soldiers,” Jim 
related. “Two huge bags of Styrofoam 
peanuts, which we affectionately 
dubbed Inez and Fred after my cousins, 
were kept in the bathtub. The shower 
curtain concealed them from visiting 
company. But despite our best efforts, 
evidence of Inez and Fred could be 
found throughout the loft.” 

CRESCO CALLS 

With The Toy Soldier business and 
Jim’s personal collection rapidly 
outgrowing the Hillestad residence, 
the couple decided to go house 



New Zulu War diorama depicting Lord Chelmsford's return to the scene of the Battle of 
Isandlwana in January 1879. 
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Peter Nathan Toy Soldiers 

We offer the widest variety of elite military miniatures, 
toy soldiers and diorama accessories available for your 
visual hobby. Peter Nathan Toy Soldiers has been in 
business over 20 years and all the products displayed 
in our new store are available online. 

Shop 18, level 2, Queen Victoria Building, 

455 George Street, Sydney, Australia. Tel: (+612) 9267 5591 
Email: mail@toysoldiers.com.au 
Website: www.toysoldiers.com.au 

Store Hours 

Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri, Sat: 10am to 6pm 
Thu 1 Oam to 9pm, Sun 1 1 am to 5pm 


CRfWN 


MILITARY MINIATURES 

www. crowntoy soldiers, com 



New Crusaders ^ 
O First Legion © 


John Jenkins Del Prado 

Black Hawk 

W. Britain 

First Legion Conte 

Nicna Studios 

Thomas Gunn 

lx.* ad Army Traverse 

Flag Dude 

March l+rough Times 

88 North Broadway 


UK: 0203 004 8058 

Salem, NH 03079 
603-552-5069 


FAX: (603) 685-3212 





TOY SOLDIER SHOPPE 


“FIRST 

LEGION’S 

IRON 

BRIGADE” 



STORE HOURS: 

Tuesday - Friday 
10am - 5pm 

Saturday 
10am - 4pm 

Closed: 

Sun & Mon 


King & Country • WBritain 
Little Legion • John Jenkins Designs 
Alexander Toy Soldier • First Legion 
Black Hawk and others. 

w w w.toy soldiershoppe .net 

COME VISIT OUR STORE! 


3775 S. 108th St., 

Greenfield, WI 53228 
(414)302-1850 

pherrmann @ toysoldiershoppe .net 



A Toy Soldier Shop and Military Gallery 

When visiting Florida make sure you stop by our new location! 
Just minutes from the 1-95 and 1-10 juncture. 




Any Fate 
But 

Submission 


We currently carry: 

King & Country • First Legion • John Jenkins Designs • W. Britain ...and more! 


Follow us on Twitter 


Like 


us on Facebook 


HOURS: Monday - Friday 1 0:30am - 5:30pm / Saturday 1 1 am - 4pm 


2000 Forbes St, Jacksonville, Florida 32204 
Toll Free: 1-866-601-8192 troops50@yahoo.com 
www.troopsoftime.com 
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A couple of The Wayfarers perform in 
garden . 


hunting. They found a suitable eight- 
acre property with a nice house that 
didn’t need a lot of work and moved to 
Cresco in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

“That move coincided with my 
leaving Chemical Bank after 26 years,” 
Jim recounted. “Our goal was to find 
privacy, be near water, be able to build 
a museum dedicated to displaying 
toy soldiers, and be within a two- 
hour drive of New York City and 
Philadelphia. We were successful on all 
counts.” 

Construction of the two-story 
museum was begun in 1990 and it 
opened in 1991. Visitors can view 
beautifully displayed toy soldiers, 
dozens of detailed dioramas with 



Prototype of a British landing barge from the 
Battle of Quebec by John Jenkins Designs. 
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Martin Ritchie's U.S. Army 3rd Infantry Regiment "Old Guard" Continental Color Guard and 
Fife and Drum Corps. Note how the drum major salutes with his left hand. 


wide-ranging historical themes, and a 
world-class collection of militaria and 
British royal memorabilia. 

The museum stands only a 200- 
step walk down a garden path from 
the Hillestad home. The museum is 
enveloped in a pine forest and sits on 
a ridge overlooking a trout stream 
that was a favorite fishing spot of 
U.S. President Teddy Roosevelt. The 
Hillestads’ neighbors include deer, 
turkeys, coyotes, black bears and 
numerous tourist attractions. 

GARDEN PARTY 

Vendors displaying their wares during 
the autumn open house included 
Richard Walker of History Works/ 


Del Prado, who set up a display of his 
figures in the garden. He also brought 
along some odds and ends, such as two 
Christmas-themed ACW sets made 
by W. Britain exclusively for Treefrog 
Treasures, British Toy Soldier Co. 
ceremonial and World War I soldiers, 
and glossy items from Frontline 
Figures on behalf of his pals Peter 
Reuss, Patrick Adams and Gerard 
Prime, respectively. 

Also in the garden was a model of 
the Arc de Triomphe de l’Etoile in 
Paris offered for sale by Michael Rosso, 
who formerly operated Stockade 
Miniatures in nearby Stroudsburg, Pa. 

Inside the museum, Pennsylvanian 
Martin Ritchie of U.S. Military 



Victorian England Christmas display complete with the Toy Kingdom shop. 
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Examples of Frontline Figures garrison part of Richard Walker's table in the garden. 



Richard Walker showcased his own Del Prado figures along with collectibles from some 
other makers. 



W. Britain prototypes/master figures painted in gloss portraying circa 1795 British Army 
10th Light Dragoons. 



Collector Don Wilkens and Richard Walker 
of FI i story Works/ Del Prado (from left) 
outside the museum. 


Miniatures spotlighted his U.S. Army 
3rd Infantry Regiment (The Old 
Guard) Fife and Drum Corps in 
Continental Army-style uniforms. The 
drum major carries a spontoon and 
uniquely salutes with his left hand to 
uphold a tradition started by order of 
Gen. George Washington due to risks 
involved when marching through the 
narrow streets of 18th-century towns. 
Also on parade was a Color Guard 
depicting the ceremonial unit based 
in Washington, D.C. The standard- 
bearers and escorts are modeled in blue 
infantry tunics while the musicians 
wear the reverse of red jackets. These 
sets are perennial favorites of collectors, 
according to Martin. 

As usual, The Toy Soldiers proprietor 
had an interesting selection of items 
by various makers from around the 
world for sale both in his museum and 
Carol’s cottage studio located on the 
opposite end of the garden. Museum 
highlights include Jim’s exclusive, 



Mike Rosso was selling an impressive model 
of the Arc de Triomphe de I'Etoile in Paris. 
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Ken and Ericka Osen packed a lot of visual punch into this relatively small pedestal diorama 
animated by figures from W. Britain's 18th-century "Clash of Empires" series. 



Linda Wilkens couldn't make it to the 
open house , but she sent her husband Don 
with a cake complete with pictures of the 
museum's sign and toy soldiers saluting The 
Toy Soldier's 30th anniversary 

Christmas -themed Victorian sleigh 
set titled “Last-Minute Delivery - No 
Room for Error.” It was crafted by 
John Sparmblack, who was on hand. 
Jim’s latest dioramas depicted an ACW 
Union military train and the aftermath 
of the Anglo-Zulu War’s Battle of 
Isandlwana. 

STUDIO STUNNERS 

Courtesy of Paul N. Herrmann from 
the Toy Soldier Shoppe in Greenfield, 
Wis., the studio housed a John Jenkins 
Designs resin prototype of British 
landing barge filled with grenadiers en 
route to the French and Indian War’s 
fateful Battle of Quebec. The details 
include nicely varied characterizations 
of oarsmen. 

The studio was also the setting 


for a splendid display of W. Britain 
prototypes/master figures and dioramas 
on wooden pedestals mounted by 
General Manager and Creative 
Director Kenneth A. Osen. He was 
accompanied by his wife, Ericka, who 
brought some of their own Hudson 
& Allen Studio scenic items. They 
included a marvelous model of a much 


photographed French exterminator’s 
shop in Paris complete with dead rats 
hanging in the window. Canadian 
collector Don Ritchie bought the “Rat 
Killer’s Shop” and plans to display it 
with cats peering into the window. 

Makers and dealers on hand just to 
simply have some fun, socialize and 
tour the museum included A1 Green 



Canadian collector Don Ritchie caught 
himself the French "Rat Killer's Shop" 
made by Hudson & Allen Studio. 



Jim and Carol Hillestad cut the cake just prior to a champagne toast to The Toy Soldier's 30th 
anniversary. Harry Jones is seated to Jim's right. 
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of Green’s Collectables, Daniel P. 

Jones with his dad Harry, TS&MF 
cartoonist Doug Dearth from Order 
of Battle, Joseph Saine, and Alymer’s 
Antonio Marti Cusido. The latter took 
the honors for traveling the farthest 
distance by finding his way to Jim’s 
museum all the way from Valencia, 
Spain. 


Affable American collector Don 
Wilkens’wife, Linda, was unable to 
attend, but she had graciously designed a 
huge sheet cake complete with pictures 
of the museum’s sign and figures by 
various makers saluting The Toy Soldier’s 
30th anniversary. The event was climaxed 
by Jim and Carol cutting the cake and, 
most appropriately, everyone raising a 


champagne toast to what has become 
one of our hobby’s greatest institutions 
well-worth visiting by appointment or 
during an open house. 

“We thank all our wonderful 
customers, manufacturers and fellow 
dealers who have helped us along the 
way,” Jim said. “It’s a privilege to have 
such friends.” I 


HILLESTAD'S GETTYSBURG DIORAMAS ON THE MOVE AGAIN 


James H. Hillestad’s four dioramas 
depicting key moments during the 
three-day Battle of Gettysburg in 
1863 are continuing their tour of 
historic sites in Pennsylvania. 

Jim deployed figures produced 
by W. Britain to create the 
dioramas. They were originally 
displayed for four years in the 
National Civil War Museum in 
Harrisburg, Pa. A stint in the 
Pennsylvania State Capitol in 
Harrisburg followed. 

Most recently the dioramas 
were moved during October 2015 
to The Columns in Milford, Pa. 
The historic home houses the 
museum of the Pike County 
Historical Society in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania. 

The jewel of this museum’s 
collection is known simply as 


the “Lincoln Flag.” After President 
Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by 
actor John Wilkes Booth in 1865, the 
large flag which had been draped over 
the balustrade was used to cushion 
his head as he lay mortally wounded 
on the floor of the Presidential Box at 
Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. 

Through a series of coincidences and 
bequests, the flag became the property 
of a Milford family before it was 
eventually donated to the Historical 
Society. It is on permanent display at 
The Columns. The four Gettysburg 
dioramas are exhibited in the Lincoln 
Room of the museum. 

Jim is a military historian and the 
founder of The Toy Soldier Museum in 
Cresco, Pa. The year 2015 marked The 
Toy Soldier’s 30th anniversary. 

Jim has also published more than 
100 articles on historical events 



Jim Hillestad with his ACW dioramas 
on display in the Lincoln Room of their 
new museum home. 


and subjects. Many of them 
have appeared in the pages of 
TS8dMF and The Standard, the 
quarterly journal of the W. Britain 
Collectors Club. 

—Stuart A. Hessney 



The "Lincoln Flag" is the jewel of the 
Pike County Historical Society's collection. 



ACW dioramas animated by W. Britain toy soldiers are now housed in The Columns, 
a mansion museum in Milford, Pa. 
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Toy Soldier Marathon Day 

A.J. Mergenthaler delivers a report on the 201 5 East Coast show held on a beautiful 
autumn marathon day in New Jersey 

Text and Photos: A.J. Mergenthaler 


I t was the day of the New York 
City Marathon Sunday, Nov. 1, 
2015, and it also heralded the 33rd 
Annual East Coast Toy Soldier Show 
& Sale. 

Since there are fewer and fewer 
brick- and- mortar toy soldier stores, 
shows like this U.S. extravaganza are 
becoming more and more important 
to the hobby and to collectors. Though 
TS&MF enables subscribers to keep 
abreast of the new, old and in between 
items available pictorially, it is only at 
a shop or show where enthusiasts can 
see, touch and purchase the real things. 

INSPECTING ARMIES 

Nov. 1 was a beautiful autumn day. 

A long queue of toy soldier admirers 
formed well in advance of the 9 a.m. 
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Minutemen Toy Soldiers display of Napoleonic figures and building facades. 



Crown Military Miniatures mini-diorama with a WWI aviation theme. 
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Antique figures and other types of toys from bygone years. 


Varied examples of excellent Metal Shed vehicles , aircraft and artillery with figures. 



Collectors could find a nice assortment of Elastol in plastic 40-mm figures and siege equipment. 



Toys of every description filled the shelves 
and tables of several vendors. 

opening time at Fairleigh Dickinson 
University’s Rothman Center in 
Hackensack, N .J., to inspect armies 
of soldiers, vehicles, aircraft and 
accessories on numerous tables. 

This event has always been a favorite 
of mine as well as scores of other 
vendors through the years. It is like a 
pool table opening game break that 
sets in motion the whole collecting 
season in the East. 

There certainly was literally 
something “for collectors of all stripes” 
(to borrow a slogan proudly proclaimed 
on TS&MF’s cover every single 
month). In addition to the plethora of 
toy soldier and model figure vendors, 
the number of traders selling old and 
new toys has grown greatly in recent 
years. Along with the usual antique- 
selling suspects, several new dealers 
were present with a range of interesting 
and well-kept vintage toys of great 
variety. 



The presence of American Revolutionary 
War era re-enactors enhanced the 
atmosphere at the event. 
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NEW & NOSTALGIC 

Bruce and Rosie Hebron of Metal 
Shed once again supplied a very 
impressive selection of World War 
I vehicles and aircraft being sold by 
Joe Remson of Remsons Executive 
Collectibles. The diverse work is of 
high quality, though not inexpensive. 

As usual, George Guerriero 
of Minutemen Toy Soldiers had scads 
of soldiers, vehicles and scenic items 
by King & Country Ltd., First Legion 
Ltd., Figarti Miniatures, W. Britain, 
John Jenkins Designs, and other major 
manufacturers arrayed on a multi-table 
layout. 

I am always drawn to the American 
Dimestore toy soldier conversions of 
Roger Dubois. His imagination and 
range of meticulously made unique 
figures is impressive. It really harkens 
one back to a time of childhood delight. 

CONNOISSEUR FIGURES 

Thor Johnson of The AeroArt St. 
Petersburg Collection, no stranger 
to these pages, continues to produce 
prodigiously exceptional miniatures. 
Made in Russia, they have created a 
niche for exceptional connoisseur-quality 
figures available at premium prices. 

There is never a disappointment 
at the string of tables that Nicholas 
Cameron of Crown Military 
Miniatures fills to over-brimming at 
each show. He sells his own Russian- 
made Lead Army brand and items by a 
host of other manufacturers. 



Fans of Dinky Toys would have been more than amply supplied at the East Coast show. 




For the 1/6th-scale figure enthusiasts, there were several dealers with an assortment of choices. 



Old West buildings with a realistic, weathered appearance were highlighted by a livery stable and saloon by Black Flawk Toy Soldier. 
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These 6-inch , composition French soldiers were very unique and for their age in very good 
condition. 



Old Elastolin compostion cowboys and Indians in excellent condition. 



Other types of toys for sale included a 
display that would have blown away any 
collector of Hess trucks. 


Many of Camerons figures and 
equipment are displayed in attractive 
dioramas, vignettes or groupings. It 
is a very effective way to put military 
miniatures in historical context rather 
than just arranged in a linear fashion. 

With all the relatively newer 
manufacturers of toy soldiers, it is well 
not to forget the Britains of the past. 
Many hobbyists cut their teeth on 
those wonderful boxed sets in the early 
days of their collecting. 

Arley L. Pett, a dealer from 
Massachusetts, offered newly boxed but 
pristine sets of original old Britains and 
Johillco sets. He stocks 400 or more 
varied sets for nostalgia collectors to fill 
their ranks out. 
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A WWII Soviet Red Army armored train and assorted vehicles were the centerpiece of Scott Schleh and Sandy Luck's display. 
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Unique and extremely rare Lincoln Logs 
"Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs" 
chalkware set from the 1930s. 


I/R CASTINGS 

It was good once again to see Imrie/ 
Risley Miniatures drawing attention to 
its old and new castings that were such 
an innovation for so many years to so 
many budding collectors and painters. 

It was also interesting to see 
the variety of antique toys that are 
constantly coming on the scene. Quite 
captivating was a very rare Lincoln 
Logs set of “Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs” made in chalkware in 
the 1930s for Walt Disney Enterprises. 

It seems like more and more Dinky 
Toys have been surfacing recently 
at various shows, and Nov. 1 was no 
exception. 

Elsewhere, the interest in large- 
scale, remote-control tanks and vehicles 
is apparently Assorted tanks, halftracks, 
trucks and jeeps were offered. Though 
not inexpensive, they offer good value 
considering the wide variety available 
and the very accurate reproductions of 
armored fighting vehicles. 

Vintage Elastolin composition 
figures still drew attention and buyers, 
as did the German maker’s later plastic 
40-mm production, including siege 
equipment. As always, the tables of 
Scott Schleh and Sandy Luck delivered 
interesting and original war trains, 
converted models and kits with various 
scenic accessories. 

The expression “a picture is worth 



Vadim of Russia handmade , one-of-a-kind 
comic figures always draws a crowd. 



Part of Arley L. Pett's array of reboxed old Britains and Johillco figures in excellent condition. 



Collectors has their pick of antique tinplate military toys ranging from a dreadnaught to vehicles. 



Some of the 1/6th-scale, mortorized armor that was available at the tables of RC Tank Command. 
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Ancient Romans conquer attendees' attention in one of Thor Johnson's AeroArt displays. 



An assortment of Napoleonics made in 
Spain by the late Ramon Labayen were 
offered at modest prices. 


a thousand words” is sage wisdom. 
Detailed descriptions, no matter how 
good, are a poor substitute for what 
the human eye beholds. So, I will 
let readers feast their eyes on just a 
very small sampling of the incredible 
merchandise that was on display at 
the thrilling 2015 edition of the East 
Coast show, organized by Bill Lango of 
Vintage Castings. 

Please keep collecting, keep going to 
shows and above all keep subscribing to 
TS&MF to keep abreast of all that was, 
is and is to come. See you at a show! H 



TS&MF cartoonist Doug Dearth was on hand with examples of his wonderful military- 
themed artwork. (Photo by Jeff Duncan) 



WWI and WWII-themed artwork by Doug Dearth, including at top a three-part Battle of 
Britain painting depicting a dogfight over the White Cliffs of Dover. (Photo by Jeff Duncan) 



Dimestore conversions at their best by 
Roger Dubois. 


ABOUT THE WRITER 


A.J. Mergenthaler was a 
co-owner of TBC Graphics, 
a typesetting and printing 
company, in New York City and 
Rockland County, N.Y., USA. 
After the business was acquired 
by Bowne & Co., he became vice 
president and sales manager of 
Intergraphic Technology and 
Action Graphics. The retiree is a 
longtime toy soldier and model 
figure collector. He has also 
contributed articles to several 
hobby and history-related 
publications through the years. 
In addition, he was one of 
the founders of the Military 
Historical Society. 
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GIs from the 101st Airborne advance on the German-held village of Foy during the snowy morning of Jan. 13, 1945. 

Every Soldier Tells a Story 

Colin Romanick surveys W. Britain's new foray into World War II collectibles against the 
backdrop of the 'Band of Brothers' fight for Foy during the Battle of the Bulge 

Text: Colin Romanick Photos: Courtesy of W. Britain 


I t has been several years since a 
dedicated range of World War 
II items has been offered by W. 
Britain. The release of the toy soldier 
company’s 2015 Fall Catalogue offered 
collectors a glimpse at new collectibles 
re-creating autumn and winter combat 
in Europe during 1944-45. The initial 
offerings include U.S. Army GIs and 
German soldiers in classic uniforms 
and equipment. 

With the loss of more WWII 
veterans each passing day and rising 
interest in that conflict, it only makes 
sense that W. Britain General Manager 
and Creative Director Kenneth A. 

Osen has chosen to steer production 
back to this subject. His new marketing 
slogan for the company’s metal military 
miniatures is “Every Soldier Tells a 
Story.” 

Gl & GERMAN ITEMS 

Ken displayed some brand new 
matt-painted, 58-mm releases and 
prototypes at the 2015 OTSN 


Inc. Chicago Toy Soldier Show 
in September. Attendees had an 
opportunity to closely inspect the high 
level of detail imbued in the largely 
action-posed figures. 

The snow-covered bases of U.S. 
101st Airborne paratroopers wearing 


M-43 jackets and overcoats are meant 
to portray the “Screaming Eagles” in 
action in the Ardennes and during the 
fierce fight to recapture the Belgian 
village of Foy during the wintry Battle 
of the Bulge. 

An authentic Jeep model is in the 



Screaming Eagles overrun a German 88-mm Flak gun position. 
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works with the permission of FCA 
US LLC, a subsidiary of Fiat Chrysler 
Automobiles. The Jeep prototype 
joined a sneak peak at a German 
Schwimmwagen in both Normandy 
and Ardennes camouflage and unit 
markings. 

A German 88-mm Flak gun 



As Easy Company advances on Foy a rifleman lays down suppressive fire. The figure is posed 
next to W. Britain's new 18th/19th century tumbril suitable for many scenarios. 


prototype was also displayed in 
Chicago. It will feature a CNC-turned 
aluminum barrel and real brass shell 
casings. The 88’s outriggers can be 
folded up and attached to equally 
detailed boogie wheels in transport 
mode or lowered for a firing pose. 

Real screw adjusters will allow the 
outriggers to remain level on various 
types of terrain bases. A crew will be 


available to man this painstakingly 
detailed re-creation of a versatile 
weapon originally designed for an 
antiaircraft role that proved to be an 
extremely potent tank killer. 

Additional German figures are in 
the works as well. According to Ken, 
future releases will include many more 
realistic figures and vehicles, including 
representations of British and 



A new set titled "Keep Your Hands Up Kid!" (ref. 25034) depicts an American infantryman armed with an M-1 Garand and wearing an 
overcoat taking a young German soldier prisoner. The barn serving as a backdrop comes from Ken and Ericka Osen's Hudson & Allen Studio. 
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Commonwealth forces in the closing 
days of the war in Europe. 

Now let’s take a look at just one story 
W. Britain’s WWII figures have to tell 
regarding the retaking of Foy by the 
famous “Band of Brothers” portrayed 
in the HBO television miniseries and a 
book by Stephen E. Ambrose. 

"After the Allied line began 
to stabilize , the 101st 
Airborne was ready to go on 
the offensive. Easy Company 
would lead the way. " 

BESIEGED BASTOGNE 

Once the German Siege of Bastogne 
was lifted, the “Band of Brothers” 
from Easy Company, 506th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st 
Airborne Division, would receive little 
respite or time for reflection. 

Easy Company had been caught in 
the surprise German Ardennes offensive 
called “Wacht am Rhein.” It was meant 
to drive a wedge in the Allied lines 
toward the key Belgian port of Antwerp 
and isolate the Allied 21st Army Group. 
Nazi Germany’s leader Adolf Hitler 
gambled his reserves, hoping a success 
would lead to a negotiated peace with 
the Allies, leaving himself and his Third 


Reich intact. The entire offensive lasted 
about six weeks, from Dec. 16, 1944, 
through Jan. 25, 1945. 

When German forces reached their 
high-water-mark, they had penetrated 
about 70 miles through the Allied lines 
across a 50-mile front. The resulting 
shape on maps became synonymous 
with the offensive now known as the 
Battle of the Bulge. 


One great obstacle contributed to 
the failure of the Nazi offensive: the 
crucial crossroads of Bastogne held 
by forces under the command of Brig. 
Gen. Anthony C. McAuliffe, including 
men of his own his 101st Airborne. 
The town was besieged Dec. 20-26. 

The Allied defense of Bastogne was 
successful on two points. It tied up a 
disproportionate number of Germans. 



The toy soldier company's new 88-mm Flak gun model will feature a turned aluminum barrel and recuperators, a removable transport 
carriage, brass shells, and crates. 
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The W. Britain Axis artillery prototype depicts an abandoned 88-mm gun at Toy. 


It also kept the enemy from capturing 
vital Allied fuel dumps, which the 
Germans desperately needed for their 
armor and vehicles. 

By the time lead elements of the 
hard-charging U.S. Lt. Gen. George 
S. Patton Jr.’s 3rd Army broke through 
the Germans encircling Bastogne 
Dec. 26, the Axis offensive spearheaded 
by SS Gen. Sepp Dietrich had been 
blunted. Heavy fighting followed as 
the Germans were thrown on the 
defensive by Jan. 3. A stubborn fighting 
retreat ensued. 


EASY LEADS WAY 

After the Allied line began to stabilize, 
the 101st Airborne was ready to go on 
the offensive. Easy Company would 
lead the way. 

As of Jan. 3, Easy had been on the 
front line for a challenging 116 days. 
During the initial German attack Dec. 
20, Easy was dug in southeast of Foy 
in a wooded area. It was the last village 
before Bastogne on the vital N15 
roadway from Noville. 

Col. Meinrad von Lauchert’s 304th 
Panzergrenadier Regiment pushed the 


506th’s 3rd Battalion out of Foy, only 
to lose it again in a counterattack. The 
vital escape route fell to the Germans 
again as the 101st withdrew to 
Bastogne. After those bloody struggles, 
the men of Easy faced trying to retake 
Foy Jan. 13, 1945. 

A decision was made for American 
paratroopers to strike in the direction 
of Foy, head toward Noville and open 
the vital N15. Forces led by Col. 

Robert F. Sink of the 506th began the 
third battle for Foy at 9 a.m. Jan. 13. 
The unit’s 2nd Battalion was selected 



"U.S. 101st Airborne Infantry "U.S. Airborne Infantry in 

Wearing Overcoat Reaching for m~ 43 Jacket ; Winter 1944-45, 

Ammo, Winter 1944-45" (ref. 25040). No. 1" (ref. 25032). 


"German Fallschirmjager 
With K-98 No. 1" 

(ref. 25039). 




"German Fallschirmjager 
With MP-40 No. 1" 
(ref. 25038). 
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"U.S. 101st Airborne 
Infantry in M-43 
Jacket Advancing 
With BAR , Winter 
1944-45" (ref. 25043). 


"U.S. Airborne 
Infantry in 
Overcoat Winter 
1944-45, No. 1" 
(ref. 25031). 


"U.S. 101st 
Airborne Infantry 
in M-43 Jacket 
Standing Firing 
M-1 Garand, 
Winter 1944-45" 
(ref. 25044). 


to take Foy with one company from 
the 3rd Battalion. Capt. Richard 
Winters chose Easy Company to lead 
the assault. 

Winters was uneasy about the time 
chosen for the attack. The battalion was 
positioned in the woods surrounding 
Foy in a U-shape. A snow-covered 
open field lay between the woods and 
the village at a distance of 250 yards. 


Winters had argued for a dawn attack, 
when darkness would have been an 
ally. But his request was denied and the 
assault’s start time remained at 9 a.m. 

DIKE FALTERS 

Two machine guns from headquarters 
provided cover fire for the assault while 
Easy moved out in a skirmish line 
formation. The men advanced in good 


order. Although there was German fire 
from Foy, American casualties were 
light. 

Easy was about 75 yards from Foy 
when the advanced suddenly stopped. 
Lt. Norman Dike had ordered a halt 
because he did not have a visual on 
the 1st Platoon to his left led by Lt. 
Jack Foley. Dike ordered the 2nd and 
3rd Platoons to halt, then joined the 
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W. Britain's "WWII German Type Schwimmwagen & Crew, 12th SS Division, Winter 1944-45" (ref. 25051) is shown with the "German 
Volkgrenadier Wearing Parka Pushing Bicycle No. 1 (ref. 25037). 
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Less than two hours 
from New York and 
Philadelphia. Write or 
call Jim Hillestad for 
directions and hours. 
1343 Paradise Falls 
Cresco, PA 18326 
570.629.7227 
jimhill @ ptd.net 


Toy SoldierMuseum 


See our all-new website and video 

tour... www.the-toy-soldier.com 

• 3,000 square feet of dazzling 
displays and dioramas 

• Regimental drums and banners 

• Handsome display furniture 
to showcase your collection 

• Mintage prints and books 

• Authentic Victorian and 
Edwardian uniforms, 
medals and memorabilia. 




www.tedtoy.com 


TEDTOY MINIATURES FEATURES: 
Monarch Regalia , WBritain, First Legion , John Jenkins, 
Collectors Showcase, del Prado and, of course, Tedtoy 


www.tedtoy.com 107 W. 3rd St. 

270-929-2876 Owensboro, KY 42301 


SOLDIER SOLI) II Lilli 


Toy Soldier is available around the world 
from any of the specialist shops listed below 


USA: 

Hobby Bunker 

33 Exchange Street, 

Malden, MA 02148 

Sierra Toy Soldier Co. 

15466 Los Gatos Blvd. #108, 
Los Gatos, CA 95032 

Joseph Saine 

628 Dixie Highway, 

Rossford, OH 43460 

The Toy Soldier Shoppe 

3775 S 108th St, (HWY 100), 
Greenfield. WI 53228 

Troops of Time 

1602 Copeland Street, 
Jacksonville, FL 32204 

The History Store 

101 North Paint Street, 
Chillicothe, OH 45601 

Toy Troops 

7561 Center Ave. #17, 
Huntington Beach, CA 


CANADA: 

Scott J. Dummitt Presents 

1754 Carmel Line, Bailieboro, 
Ontario, Canada K0L 1B0 

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe 

108 Victoria St. South, 
Goderich, Ontario 
Canada N7A 3H9 

AUSTRALIA 

The Toy Soldier Experience 

810 Donnybrook Road 
Donnybrook. Victoria. 3064 

If you wish to see Toy Soldier 
& Model Figure magazines 
in your area, please encourage 
your favorite shop to call and 
order at 1-866-606-6587 or 
507-634-3143. 

MB 
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Soldier Patrol Base, LLC 


We carry these lines of products: 

• Collectors Showcase 

• William Britain 

• Del Prado USA 

• Forces of Valor 

• Armies in Plastic 

• Figarti Miniatures 
• Thomas Gunn Miniatures 


Free shipping on all domestic US orders. 
We ship internationally. 


store In 1 


Email: tspatrolbase@ymail.com 
Phone: 205-903-5998 
Website: http://stores.ebay.com/thetoysoldierpatrolbase 


UL ARMY MOLDS 




Dutkins' 

Collectables 

1019 West Marlton Pike (Rte 70) • Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 
(856) 428-9559 • Toll Free: (800) LIL-ARMY 


Cast your own metal figures 
in 54mm (1 :32 scale) 
from high-quality, reusable, 
vulcanized rubber molds. 
We carry everything you 
need to bring history to life! 
We ship internationally. 


www.dutkins.com 
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"U.S. 101st Airborne 
Infantry Running 
With M-1 G a rand. 
Winter 1944-45" 

(ref. 25045). % 


"U.S. 101st Airborne 
Infantry Wearing Overcoat 
Kneeling Firing Carbine , 
Winter 1944-45 " (ref. 

25041). 


Recent releases 
include the "U.S. 
Military Policeman 
USAAF, England , 
1942-45" (ref. 
25030). 


headquarters section behind a pair of 
haystacks. 

Capt. Winters saw the assault stop 
and was mortified. He knew that any 
additional time spent in crossing the 
open field meant high casualties and 
possible failure. He tried desperately to 
reach Dike by radio, but heard nothing. 

Foley finally reached Dike and with 
the non-commissioned officers urged 
him to do something, anything. Dike 
planned to perform a wide flanking 
attack to the left of the village. As 18 
men moved to carry out this maneuver, 


they came under heavy fire and took 
five senseless casualties. 

It was apparent to all present that 
Dike had fallen apart and was unable 
to further lead the company. He had 
lived up to his nickname of “Foxhole 
Norman.” 

SPEIRS' DASH 

Winters became frustrated and 
prepared to run out and take over the 
assault to get it moving again. 

It was then that he saw Lt. Ronald 
Speirs, whom he told to relieve Dike 


of command and press the attack. 
Winters considered Speirs one of 
the best combat officers in the 2nd 
Battalion. Speirs ran out at the double 
toward Dike. 

The regimental headquarters also 
decided to commit I Company to the 
fight on the right flank. 

Once Spiers relieved Dike with the 
words “I’m taking over,” he wanted to see 
where I Company was exactly. The men 
explained the situation, then Speirs got 
each platoon moving and directed the 
heavy weapons where to direct their fire. 



The 88-mm gun prototype serves as a scenic backdrop for new German Fallschirmjagers and bicyclists. 


36 TOY SOLDIER & MODEL FIGURE 




FEATURE 



Diorama showcasing W. Britain's new set titled "U.5. Military Policeman Standing With Thompson and Warning Sign , Winter 1944-45" 
(ref. 25033). A scenario like this might have played out during the Battle of the Bulge's aftermath as Allied forces advanced into the Nazi 
Fatherland 


The lieutenant led the men into the 
outskirts of Foy. Then Spiers made 
a remarkable dash back and forth 
through Foy in front of a German 
battery and many enemy troops, 
amazing men on both sides. 

Years later eyewitness Sgt. Carwood 
Lipton stated, “He just kept on 
running right through the German 
line, came out the other side, conferred 
with the I Company C.O., and ran 
back. Damn that was impressive!” 

RESISTANCE CRUMBLES 

As the Americans surged forward and 
worked their way through Foy, German 
resistance began to crumble. 

While clearing a horse barn, Sgt. 
Darrell “Shifty” Powers and his group 
spotted a white breath of air from 
around the corner of the building. 
Powers was from the mountains of 


Virginia and had been a crack shot 
since his youth. Shifty could see the 
white breath only because of the cold 
air. A flash of German uniform sleeve 
was also visible. Shifty fired below the 
breath of air and a German soldier fell 
to the ground. 

Then the group worked their way 
through a vegetable garden and into the 
town, moving from building to building. 
A German sniper opened fire when 
several GIs were exposed in the open. 
One man went down. Shifty guessed 
where the sniper was located and 
emptied his Ml at where he thought 
the Germans head should be. No more 
firing came from that direction. 

The men of Easy Company and other 
GIs cleared the remaining buildings and 
found that the Germans had left behind 
100 wounded prisoners. Some captives 
did not want to go down without a 



"U.S. 101st Airborne Infantry 
Wearing Raincoat Prone , 
Winter 1944-45" (ref. 25042). 


fight though. After one group of three 
Germans was taken out of a cellar, two 
of them decided to go for their hidden 
small arms. They were cut down by a 
GI armed with a Tommy gun. 

The 6th Company, 10th Panzer 
Grenadier Regiment, covered the 
skillful German withdrawal to Noville 
and took and three Tiger tanks with 
them. H 

Editors Note: Portions of this article 
originally appeared in the fall 2015 
edition of The Standard \ the exclusive 
quarterly journal of the W Britain 
Collectors Club. It was shared with 
TS&MFs readers thanks to the kind 
consent of W Britain General Manager 
and Creative Director Kenneth A. Osen. 


ABOUT THE WRITER 


Colin Romanick is a staff 
member with the Historic 
Services Division of the City 
of Newport News, Va., and 
an education specialist with 
the U.S. Army Quartermaster 
Museum located at Fort Lee, Va. 
He is a published author with a 
passion for military history and 
toy soldier collecting. He lives in 
Williamsburg, Va., with his wife 
and miniature schnauzer. 
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(Photos by Frank Methorst/Courtesy of Matthew Pavone of First Legion Ltd.) 
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REALISTIC PHOTO GALLERY by Frank Methorst featuring World War II figures, vehicles and a building by First Legion Ltd. from his collection in diorama 
settings. Clockwise from top left: German soldiers from the 16th Panzer Division with a Panzer IV Ausf FI tank and SdKfz 251/3 radio command halftrack plan 
an artillery barrage during fierce fighting over the Stalingrad Tractor Plant in 1 942; a supply convoy of German Opel Blitz trucks heads to Stalingrad; U.S. Army 
M4 Sherman tanks cautiously advance through French Normandy's hedgerow country while a medic tends to a wounded Gl next to a jeep in 1944; and Soviet 
Red Army infantry supporting a T-34 tank launch a counterattack in the vicinity of Stalingrad's German-held Gumrak Airport in 1 942. — Stuart A. Hessney 
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PRODUCTS MARCH INTO THE MARKETPLACE With Editor Stuart A. Hessney 


THE CRUSADES: KNIGHTS OF THE HOLY MILITARY ORDERS 

BY FIRST LEGION LTD. 


Reviewed by: Stuart A. Hessney 

Crusading warrior monks of the Middle 
Ages in action-packed poses have been 
unleashed by First Legion Ltd. 

Eleven different dismounted figures 
represent three of the Christian monastic 
military orders mustered to combat the 
forces of Islam: the Knights Templar, 
Hospitallers and Teutonic Knights. 

As usual from this maker, these 
60-mm figures combine Russian 
connoisseur-quality design aesthetics with 
the economies of production in China. 
The sculpting process has produced highly 
detailed and well-proportioned figures in 
realistic poses. They are imbued with fierce 
characterizations and armed with a variety 
weapons, including real steel swords, to 
fight under the sign of the cross. 

ISLAMIC INROADS 

Islam’s growing conquests of both the 
hearts of believers and vast territories 
triggered alarm in Christian Europe. 
Roman Catholic Pope Urban II 
perceived an opportunity to quell 
infighting in Europe by creating a 
common cause to seize Holy Places in 
the Levant under Moslem rule. 



"Templar Knight 
Swinging Flail" 
(ref. CRU091). 




Uttering the Latin phrase “Deus 
volt!” (“God wills it!”), the pope issued 
a call to Christian nobles, knights 
and men-at-arms to launch the First 
Crusade. Jerusalem was captured in 
1099. 

Independent and powerful monastic 
military organizations sprang up to 
offer protection and succor to Christian 
pilgrims in the Holy Land. These holy 
orders ordained by the papacy became 
known for their elite fighting men’s 
prowess and their religious zeal. 


MONASTIC KNIGHTS 

Six different new figures represent 
the Knights Templar, an organization 
founded by French knights Hugues de 
Payens and Godfrey de St. Omer as 
the Order of the Poor Fellow- Soldiers 


of Christ in 1115. The group grew 
quickly in terms of numbers and power. 

King Baldwin II of Jerusalem 
awarded the organization a wing of 
the royal palace in Jerusalem believed 
to have been the site of the ancient 
Temple of Solomon. This is why the 
group became known as the Order of 
the Temple or the Knights Templar. 

Members of religious orders like the 
Templars observed vows of obedience, 
chastity and poverty. They neither 
asked for nor gave quarter in battle 
while wearing white Templar tunics 
emblazoned with red crosses. Black 
habits were red crosses were worn by 
lower- ranking followers. 

Medieval miniatures fighting for 


"Hospitaller 
Knight With 
Standard" 
(ref CRU093). 


"Templar Knight 
With Standard" 
(ref CRU087). 
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the glory of God and the Templars 
include a stunning standard-bearer 
(ref. CRU087). Other knights either 
advance with a sword (ref. CRU089), 
charge with a mace (ref. CRU090), 
swing a flail (ref. CRU091), attack 
with a sword (ref. CRU95) or hold a 
sword (ref. CRU97). Like all of their 
comrades on this First Legion Crusade, 
their grizzled and sunburned faces as 
well as their garments show the wear 
and tear of long days on campaign. 

ONE-EYED KNIGHT 

Four of my favorite figures in this release 
represent the Order of the Hospital of St. 
John the Baptist. They include dynamic 
Hospitallers charging with an ax (ref. 
CRU088), brandishing a halberd (ref. 
CRU092) and in a black cloak fighting 
with a sword (ref. CRU096). 

Best of all is a Crusader with a 




"Templar Knight 
Fighting With Sword 
(ref. CRU097). 


"Hospitaller 
Knight Charging 
With Ax" 
(ref. CRU088). 


bloodied bandage across his left eye 
holding a banner and sword (ref. 
CRU93). A papal bull issued in 1120 
anointed the Knights Hospitaller as 
both a monastic and military order. 

Finally, a charging figure holding his 
sword and shield (ref. CRU94) represents 
the Teutonic Knights. Their origins lay in 
a single hospital for German Crusaders 
and pilgrims in Jerusalem that evolved 
into the House of Saint Mary. After 
Pope Innocent III made it a military 
order in 1198, the Teutonic Knights 
adopted a white habit with a black cross. 

Pricing for these matt-finished 
figures begins at $69.95 and ranges up 
to $89.95 per standard-bearer. These 
are just part of the maker’s wide- 
ranging offerings of Crusaders and 
Mameluke opposition on foot and 
mounted along with siege machinery 
and the walls of Acre to fight over. ■ 


Hospitaller Knight 
With Halberd" 
(ref CRU092). 



"Templar Knight 
Advancing With 
Sword" (ref CRU089). 


"Templar Knight 
Charging With 
Mace" (ref 
CRU090). 


"Teutonic Knight 
Charging With 
Sword" (ref 
CRU094). 

& 


"Templar Knight 
Attacking With 
Sword" (ref. 
CRU095). 
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Mary, Joseph and 
the infant Jesus 
flee from Judea 
to Egypt (ref. 
LOJ041). 


CHRISTMAS CHEER & A WHOLE LOT MORE 



"Santa & His Globe" 


(ref. XM01 5). 


BY KING & COUNTRY LTD. 


Reviewed by: Stuart A. Hessney 

King & Country Ltd. is offering 
everything from Christmas cheer to 
World War II history and beyond in 
its latest matt-finished batch of 30 new 
releases featuring lively characterizations 
and lots of details in l:30-scale. 

HOLIDAY SPIRIT 

“Santa & His Globe” (ref XM015) 
celebrates Christmas 2015. In one 
hand, Father Christmas holds his 
book of little boys and girls who 
have been naughty or nice. His other 
hand holds a magnifying glass to 
study global geography and plan his 
Christmas Eve delivery route. This 
set retails for £91.95 U.K./$89 U.S. 
However, TS&MF readers will have 
a chance to win one in next month’s 
issue 214 “Prize Exercise” thanks to 
the generosity of Andy C. Neilson, 
cofounder and creative director, and the 
rest of the K&C team. 

The Victorian “World of Dickens” 
is gaining two sets of carolers for 
Christmastime. Set No. 1 is made up 
of a mother and father (ref. WOD34). 
Set No. 2 depicts their son and 
daughter in full voice (ref. WOD35). 
Their charming seasonal attire includes 
rings of poinsettias fringing the ladies’ 
dresses. These sets sell for £101.95/$99 
and £70.95/$69, respectively. 

For Christians, the meaning of 
Christmas is echoed by the “Flight 
Into Egypt” (ref. LOJ41), a new 
addition to the “Life of Jesus” series. 
King Herod of Judea had ordered the 
Massacre of the Innocents, putting the 


life of baby Jesus in peril after His birth 
in Bethlehem. K&C has portrayed 
Joseph leading a donkey carrying Mary 
and their baby toward safety in Egypt, 
where they remained until Herod’s 
death. This re-creation of classic Bible 
imagery costs £144.95/$139. 

RENAISSANCE MEN 

Four Renaissance period figures have 
been added to the “Pike & Musket” 
series, including a portrayal of the 
Catholic Cardinal Richelieu (ref. 
PnM039).The nobleman became French 
King Louis XIII’s chief minister in 1642. 

Not only was the “Red Eminence” 
the power behind the throne, Richelieu 
was the chief foe of novelist Alexander 
Dumas’ “Three Musketeers,” the 
subjects of previous releases. K&C’s 
figure, priced at £47.95/$45, shows the 


cardinal at the height of his power in 
armor with his sword drawn, signifying 
his readiness to defend whatever he 
thinks is in France’s best interest. 

The cardinal’s accomplice, “Le 
Comte de Rochefort” (ref. PnM051) 
is portrayed with an eye patch, facial 
scar and the flamboyant red dress of 
the Richelieu’s own musketeers. Please 
expect to pay £51.95/$49 for this piece. 

The same pricing applies to a 
somber dismounted Parliamentary 
Ironsides cavalry trooper (ref. PnM050) 
of the English Civil War. He goes 
together well with the new “Captain 
of Horse Nathaniel Fiennes” (ref. 
PnM042X), an authentic mounted 
figure of an MP who became a cavalry 
officer. Fiennes is available exclusively 
directly from K&C for $109. 



The new U.S. Army M36 Jackson tank destroyer (ref. DD274) serves as a backdrop for 
figures (from left) of "The Sarge" (ref. DD273), "Col. Robert F. Sink" (ref. DD276) and 
Capt. Dale Dye (ref. DD275) ready for weapons training while dressed as a Ranger. 
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" Vote for Hitler 
No. 1 " (ref. 
LAH190). 


"Le Comte de 
Rochefort" 
(ref. PnM05 1 ). 


"The Cardinal" 
(ref. PnM039) 
depicts Richelieu 
at the height 
of his 
power. 


"Vote for Hitler 
No. 2" (ref. 
LAH191). M 


ECW Parliamentary 
"Captain of Horse 
Nathaniel Fiennes" 
(ref. PnM042X) 
is available 
exclusively directly 
from K&C. 


"Carol Singers 
Set No. 2" 

(ref. WOD035). 


' Carol Singers Set No. 1 " (ref. WOD034). 


"Tall Poster Column" 
(ref. L AH 196) plastered 
with Nazi posters. 


Six different figures and an 8-pounder 
Gribeauval cannon make up a new 
Napoleonic French Foot Artillery group. 


ECW "Standing Ironsides 
Trooper" (ref. PnM050). 


hitler 
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Japanese ace Lt. Saburo Sakai and his Zero 
(ref. JN104) are complemented by the 
latest Imperial Navy deck crew figures , 
including an officer (ref. JN01 1), petty 
officer mechanic (ref. JN012) and aircraft 
armorers (ref. JN013). 


NAPOLEON'S GUNNERS 

When Napoleon Bonaparte started 
out his military career in the French 
army, he was an artillery officer. That’s 
why he took such a great interest in the 
development of firepower and had such 
a knack for using artillery to best effect 
in battle as he rose to become emperor 
and dominate Europe. 

Now K&C has released a six-figure 
French Foot Artillery group with a 
Gribeauval 8-pounder (ref. NA336) 
priced at £78.95/$75 as the centerpiece. 
The blue-clad crew includes an officer 
holding a telescope (ref. NA32) and a 
gunner holding a ramrod (ref. NA337) 
sold singly for £50.95/$49. 

Two -figure sets in shakos cost 
£101.95/$99. Set 1 is made up of a 
gunner first glass holding a linstock 
and an artilleryman with a charge 
pouch and musket (ref. NA331). Set 
2 comes with fellows holding either a 
“lantern pole” or a sponge along with 
a bucket of water to dip it in (ref. 

NA332). 


German Wehrmacht 
"Standing Firing 
Rifleman" 

(ref. WH043). 


AXIS & ALLIES 

Collectors interested in the WWII 
period can look forward to varied items 
representing the Axis Powers and Allies. 

“Vote for Hitler” sets are based on 
Nazi Party prewar propaganda and 
politicking in Berlin during his rise to 
dictatorship. One paramilitary storm 
trooper from the “Sturmabteiling” 
(Storm Detachment aka SA) carries a 
sandwich board with Nazi posters front 
and back, including Adolf Hitler’s 
ugly mug (ref. LAH190). The other 
“Brownshirt” stands holding a Hitler 
poster (ref. LAH191). Either piece 
costs £51.95/$49.They are designed 
to go with a “Tall Poster Column” (ref. 
LAH196) plastered with Nazi posters 
and priced at £40.95/$39. These items 
form a snapshot from history very 
effectively, but are rather ominous. 

K&C is issuing more Japanese 
Imperial Navy aircraft carrier crewmen 


German Wehrmacht 
"Officer With 
Binoculars" 

(ref. WH040). 


to complement displays of its Zero 
models, such as ace Lt. Saburo Sakai’s 
fighter covered last month (ref. JN 104). 
They include an officer on watch in 
tropical whites holding binoculars (ref. 
JN011) and a petty officer mechanic 
(ref. JN012). Deck crew additions 
also include a pair of aircraft armorers 
posed either kneeling or standing with 
belts of machine gun ammunition 
(ref. JN013).The two-figure set costs 
£91.95/$99 and the single seamen 
£46.95/$45, same as a Japanese 
infantryman marching with an Arisaka 
rifle on his shoulder (ref. JN015). 

“Based in an actual photograph, this 
soldier is extremely casual in his dress, 
even by Japanese standards!” Andy 
observed. 

Switching from Asia and the 
Pacific Theater to Europe, K&C is 
rolling out an olive drab model of an 
American Army M3 6 Jackson tank 
destroyer (ref. DD274). Mounted with 
a massive 90-mm gun, it went into 
action around September 1944 and 


German Wehrmacht soldier 
"Kneeling With Schmeisser" 
(ref. WH041). 


German Wehrmacht 


"Kneeling Firing 
Rifleman" (ref. 
WH042). 
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took a heavy toll on German heavy 
tanks. Andy noted that Jacksons also 
saw service in the Korean War and 
in the former Yugoslavia as late as 
the 1990s. This tank killer retails for 
T204.95/$199. Dismounted crewmen 
are in the works to go with it. 

New GIs sold singly for £50.95/$49 
include a typical, gruff-looking “Sarge” 
with a Tommy gun resting on his hip 
(ref. DD273). 

“Capt. Dale Dye — Weapons 
Training” (ref. DD275) depicts a real 
retired Marine captain as an Army 
officer. Dye has worked behind the 
scenes as a military consultant and also 
acted in movies and TV miniseries 
such as “Platoon,” “Born on the Fourth 
of July,” “Band of Brothers” and “The 
Pacific.”This spot-on figure of Dye in 
Ranger uniform and holding an Ml 
carbine was based on a photograph shot 
during the production of “Saving Private 
Ryan,” when he trained principal actors 
and extras in safe weapons handling. 

Dye is also a friend of Andys and was 
one of the guests of honor at the K&C/ 
Kings XToy Soldiers-sponsored Texas 
Toy Soldier Show in 2015. 1 was lucky 
enough to make the trip to San Antonio 
for the event, where I had the honor of 
meeting Dye and shaking his hand. 

“Capt. Dye’s military contributions 
in making films and TV series more 
accurate and realistic have been 
considerable and widely praised,” Andy 
said. “Here at K&C we wanted to say 
thank you for Dale’s work in our own 
small way and this figure is the result.” 

In “Band of Brothers,” Dye portrayed 
Col. Robert F. Sink, whose command 
included Easy Company, 506th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st 
Airborne Division. K&C has produced 
a tribute resembling the real Sink (ref. 
DD276) in his jumpsuit issuing orders 
on the eve of D-Day. Sink rose to the 
rank of lieutenant general before retiring 
in 1961. He died in 1965. 

The latest German Wehrmacht 
releases include a standing officer 
with binoculars (ref. WH040), 
kneeling figures armed with either a 
“Schmeisser”MP40 machine pistol 
(ref. WH041) or a rifle (ref. WH042) 
and a rifleman standing firing (ref. 
WH043). They cost T46.95/$45 apiece, 
but their dirty wear and tear of being 
on campaign is included for free. 



In a Singapore surrender vignette , British officers with a white flag and Union Jack are 
accompanied by K&C's reissued figures of the Tiger of Malaya (front) and his interpreter 
(left) escorted by the new Japanese infantryman (ref. JN015). 

ASIAN THEMES 

Asia is the setting for some other 
collectibles, including WWII Japanese 
“Gen. Yamashita & Staff Officer 
Sugita” (ref. FOB080). This set depicts 
the “Tiger of Malaya” and a major 
who served as his interpreter with 
samurai swords. They are on their way 
to negotiate the capitulation of the 
stronghold of Singapore Feb. 15, 1942, 
the biggest surrender of British-led 
forces in history. Andy related that 
popular demand prompted a reissue 
(see TS&MF issue 167) of this $78 set. 

On a related note, the premiere of a 
“World Leaders” range is being marked 
by a figure of Lee Kuan Yew (1923- 
2015), the first and longest-serving 
prime minister of Singapore after the 


city-state gained independence. This 
$45 figure (ref. WL001) portrays 
the “father of modern Singapore” 
delivering a speech during the mid- 
1960s. 

“He is simply dressed in a white 
shirt and white trousers emphasizing 
that his People’s Action Party are both 
clean and honest, a relative rarity in 
Asian politics,” Andy stated. 

Last for now, but not least, both 
gloss and matt-painted versions of the 
colorful “Second-Hand Book Store” 
set (ref. HK232) have been added to 
the “Streets of Old Hong Kong” series. 
This Chinese street vendor selling his 
own collection costs £101.95/$99 in 
either paint style. ■ 



K&C's tribute to Lee Kuan 
Yew (ref. WL001), the first and 

longest-serving prime minister "The Second-Hand Book Store" 

of Singapore after the city-state (ref. HK232) has been added to the 

gained independence. "Streets of Old Hong Kong. " 
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ANGLO-ZULU WAR OF 1879 

BY W. BRITAIN 



Reviewed by: Stuart A. Hessney 

Are any of my fellow aficionados of 
Anglo -Zulu War history and collecting 
reading this review like me in that their 
Rorke’s Drift dioramas are getting 
close to critical mass when it comes to 
exceeding the brave defenders’ actual 
number of 150 or so? 

I collect both gloss and matt-painted 
figures by a variety of makers, especially 
W. Britain, so I am getting close to the 
brink of making my miniature garrison 
too strong. But any apparent historical 
anachronisms be damned because I 
can always make room for additional 
stalwart British and Colonial soldiers 
opposed by equally disciplined and 
valiant warriors fighting against 
imperialism to preserve the sovereignty 
of their Zulu kingdom! 

My own “the more the merrier” 
attitude is why I always get excited 
when I find out about new things 
like five matt-finished, 58-mm items 
being released by W. Britain General 
Manager and Creative Director 
Kenneth A. Osen. They’re a mix of 
things suitable for re-creating either 
Isandlwana, Rorke Drift or other 
actions during the ultimately victorious 
British campaign in 1879. 


BEARDED BOURNE 

The vastly outnumbered garrison who 
defended Rorke’s Drift Jan. 22-23 is 
represented by a bearded personality 
figure of Sgt. Frank Bourne (ref. 20174) 
of B Company, 2nd Battalion, 24th (2nd 
Warwickshire) Regiment of Foot. 


Bourne received the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal for his “outstanding 
coolness and courage” during the 
defense. The figure depicts him in a 


foreign service helmet, scarlet tunic 
with the green facings of the 24th 
Foot and dirty blue trousers. He is 
posed parrying with his bayonet- tipped 
Martini-Henri rifle. 

Bourne went on to serve in British 
India and Burma, was commissioned 


in 1890 and retired from the Army in 
1907. He re-enlisted during the Great 
War and served as adjutant of the School 
of Musketry in Dublin in Ireland. At 


"I collect both gloss and matt-painted figures by a variety of 
makers , especially W. Britain , so / am getting close to the brink 
of making my miniature garrison too strong. But any apparent 
historical anachronisms be damned because I can always make 
room for additional stalwart British and Colonial soldiers opposed 
by equally disciplined and valiant warriors fighting against 
imperialism to preserve the sovereignty of their Zulu kingdom!" 



"British 24th Foot Sgt. 
Bourne No. 2" (ref. 20174). 


A Zulu collects a dead 
soldier's jacked in "To 
the Victor Goes the 
Spoils" (ref. 20173). 
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the end of the war, he was given the 
honorary rank of colonel and appointed 
to the Order of the British Empire. 

Bourne was the last surviving 
defender of Rorke’s Drift when he died 
at age 91 in London on World War IBs 
VE Day May 8, 1945. 

LIMITED EDITIONS 

The Bourne figure is priced at T29.30 
U.K./S 3 4 U.S. So is a complementary 
soldier of the 24th Foot posed kneeling 
defending (ref. 20165). 

A Colonial soldier from the 



" British 24th 
Foot Kneeling 
Defending" 
(ref. 20165). 



Frontier Light Horse (ref. 20175) 
scans the horizon for Zulu activity. 
This excellently detailed mounted man 
retails for T69.99/$90. 

“Harassing Fire” (ref. 20172) is a 
set of two prone Zulus either loading 
or firing their rifles. One gun has 
a bayonet fixed, indicating it was 
captured from the British. 

The aftermath of the devastating 
Zulu victory at 
Isandlwana Jan. 

22 is evoked by 
“To the 
Victor Goes 
the Spoils” 

(ref. 20173), a 
set depicting 
a warrior 
stripping the 
jacket from a dead 
soldier of the 24th 
Foot. A shield already loaded 
with loot lies on the ground. 

Either of those Zulu sets 
costs T60.99/$72 and both 
are limited editions of 500. 

These items are perfect 
reinforcements for collectors 
inspired to re-create action 


from this conflict by either the 
real history or the movies “Zulu” 
(1964) about Rorke’s Drift and the 
prequel “Zulu Dawn” (1979) based on 
Isandlwana. ■ 


"Mounted Frontier 
Light Fiorse" 
(ref. 20175). 


ARW BRITISH ROYAL ARTILLERY 

BY FIRST LEGION LTD. 


Reviewed by: Stuart A. Hessney 

Collectors concentrating on the growing 
American Revolutionary War range 
produced by First Legion Ltd. can now 
recruit the British Royal Artillery for 
their displays and dioramas. 

Naturally, the foot artillery’s 
focal point is a 6 -pounder, brass- style 
cannon (ref. AWI095) priced at $69.95 
U.S. Smoothbore guns like this could 
fire either canister shot or iron round 
shot projectiles. 

A half-dozen artillerymen are 
available singly for $62.95 to crew the 
fieldpiece. The poses include gesturing 
figures of an officer (ref. AWI089) 
and NCO (ref. AWI092). Gunners 
hold either a linstock (ref. AWI090), 
rammer/sponger (ref. AWI091), hand 
spike (ref. AWI093) or cartridge (ref. 
AWI094). 

Muskets are slung across the backs 
of the gunners while the NCO and 


officer have swords. Their authentic 
dress includes tricorne hats trimmed in 
yellow tape, blue coats with red trim, 
and white clothes. They stand on grassy, 
terrain-covered bases. 

This matt-finished, 60-mm 
artillery group should be a welcome 


reinforcement for any enthusiasts who 
have been collecting First Legion’s 
ARW period Continental Line 
infantry, Colonial militia, Eastern 
Woodland Indians, personality figures 
and Redcoats from various British 
regiments. ■ 
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WORLD WAR I BRITISH 

BY W. BRITAIN 

Reviewed by: Stuart A. Hessney 

Seven new releases, including a 
machine gun and a mortar, punctuate 
how the folks behind W. Britain must 
be having a blast digging into the 
history of World War I and trench 
warfare along the Western Front. 

General Manager and Creative 
Director Kenneth A. Osen and his 
team have obviously been hard at 
work creating authentic items ranging 
from British Tommies and American 
Doughboys to heavy weapons and field 
fortifications. As usual, these 5 8 -mm 
metal military miniatures are hand- 
painted and shaded in matt finishes 
that breathe life into them. 

BATTLEFIELD QUEEN 

A scenic base replicating an 
entrenchment enhances a set depicting 
two British soldiers in Brodie steel 
helmets manning a reliable, water-cooled 
Vickers machine gun (ref. 23109). A 
spade, rifle, ammunition boxes and 
sandbags add to the scenarios realism. 

This automatic weapon was adopted 
by the British Army Machine Gun 
Corps before the Great War broke 
out in 1914. A Vickers could fire the 
standard British .303 rifle cartridge at a 
rate of 450 rounds per minute. 

Lessons learned in combat against 
the forces of Imperial Germany led to 
a more durable and lighter design that 
earned the Vickers the nickname “Queen 
of the Battlefield. ”It was eventually 
surpassed by newer and lighter weapons 
like the Lewis gun, but it remained in use 
well into the mid-20th century. 

W. Britain’s circa 1916 Vickers 
set retails for £114.99 U.K./S135 U.S. 
It’s a limited edition of 500. 

LITTLE TOAD 

A French Crapouillot mortar 
nicknamed the “Little Toad” is the 
centerpiece of a circa 1917-18 U.S. 
Army vignette depicting a two-man 
crew loading the weapon (ref. 23108). 
This set includes two transport boxes 
for bombs, it’s a limited edition of 
450 and it sells for £84.99/$100. 

The appearance of the type 2 
“mortier de 5 8 -mm” resulted in its 


'"A Close Call/ 1916-18 British 
Infantry Standing With Damaged 
Helmet" (ref. 23112). 

amusing nickname. Capable of firing 
several variations of spigot-launched 
bombs, it was the WWI French army’s 
standard medium mortar. 

The mortar team could be displayed 
with a new four-piece set made up of 
a trench section with three duckboards 
(ref. 51041) priced at £72.30/$85. Ken 
noted that the trench can be displayed 
with or without the duckboards and it 
could accessorize many of W. Britain’s 
Great War and World War II figures. 

WORK PARTY 

Four fresh releases totaling five British 
infantrymen are designed to go 
together to compose “The Work Party.” 
“Static warfare on the Western Front 
during the Great War required constant 
repair of trenches, communication 
lines and barbed wire,” Ken explained. 
“British trenches often were water- 
logged and in some sectors it was not 


"'The Work Party/ Set No. 2 1916-18 British 
Infantry Walking With 'Pig Tails' and Walking 
With Barbed Wire Roll" (ref. 23113). 

unusual to see men in waders, if they 
were available. Our newest 1916-18 
release reflects these details.” 

A two-figure set depicts Tommies 
carrying either a roll of barbed wire or 
a couple of “pig tails” to hang it from 
(ref. 23113). This set costs £60.99/ 

$72 and it’s a limited edition of 400. 
That duo can be complemented by a 
standing soldier in a poncho holding 
a shovel and shouldering a pig tail 
(ref. 23110) available for £31.49/$36. 

Storytelling figures priced at 
£29.30/$34 apiece include a Tommy who 
has collected a German pickelhaube as a 
souvenir (ref. 23111) and a chap whose 
head is bandaged like a bloody turban. 
The wounded soldier holds his steel 
helmet holed by enemy fire in this piece 
titled “A Close Call” (ref. 23112). 

These items are superb reinforcements 
for collectors’ displays commemorating 
the Great War Centenary. ■ 
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Top and front view of the "'Queen 
of the Ba ttle field, '1916-18 British 
Vickers Gun and Crew" (ref. 23109). 



Diorama featuring "The Work Party," including from left: Tommies walking with a roll of barbed wire and "pig tails" (ref. 231 13), standing 
in a poncho holding a captured German helmet (ref. 23111), standing wearing a poncho while holding a shovel and "pig tail" (ref. 231 10), 
and the lucky soldier titled "A Close Call" (ref. 231 12). 
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FEATURE 


Revisiting Edmund's 
Diamond Jubilee 

Gus Gardner updates fellow collectors on developments in 
a nostalgic toy soldier series crafted by Edmund Fangonilo 

Text and Photos: Gus Gardner 


n 2012, Edmund Fangonilo of 
Edmund’s Traditional Toy Soldiers 
introduced a new line of figures 
celebrating Queen Victoria’s Diamond 
Jubilee of 1897. 1 thought they 
deserved to be covered in some detail, 
so I wrote an article about the nostalgic 
series forTS&MF issue 177. 

Recently, I have been asked 
questions such as, “Whatever became 
of those Jubilee figures that Edmund 
was making? Were more sets ever 
made?” 

It was obvious that an update 
on Edmund’s “Diamond Jubilee 
Collection” was in order, so here it goes. 

ROYAL PARADE 

As TS&MF’s regular readers might 
remember, the idea is to continue 
where Shamus O.D. Wade’s line of 
Nostalgia Models figures left off by 


producing sets representing Colonial 
and Commonwealth units. And, 
more specifically, contingents that 
participated in Queen Victoria’s 
Diamond Jubilee procession through 
the streets of London June 22, 1897. 

To review, the first six sets were 
the Hong Kong Police (individual sets 
for the European, Indian and Chinese 
contingents), the Hong Kong Regiment, 
the Governor General’s Bodyguard of 
Canada and Toronto’s 10th Battalion 
“Royal Grenadiers” from Canada. 

Edmund, a skillful sculptor and 
painter based in California, was far 
from being done. The year 2013 saw 
the amazing production of 19 new sets. 

They included the New South 
Wales Engineers, New South Wales 
Artillery - Garrison, Ceylon Light 
Infantry Volunteers, Ceylon Garrison 
Artillery, Ceylon Royal Engineers, 


Ceylon Mounted Rifles, Malay Straits 
Guides, Hong Kong Garrison Artillery, 
Sierra Leone Frontier Police, Natal 
Carabiners, Victoria Mounted Rifles, 
Singapore Engineers, Cape Mounted 
Rifles, Rhodesian Horse with Lt. Col. 
Maurice Gifford, New South Wales 
Lancers, New South Wales Mounted 
Infantry, and Canada’s 2nd Queen’s 
Own Rifles, 48th Highlanders and 
North-West Mounted Police. 

ONE-ARMED COLONEL 

For 2014, Edmund brought out another 
six sets, including the New Zealand 
Mounted Rifles, King’s Canadian 
Hussars, Royal Malta Artillery, Lagos 
Constabulary, 5th Royal Scots and the 
Canadian 5th Dragoon Guards. 

Space limitations make it 
impossible to picture all of these sets, 
but I can assure readers that they have 
all been researched to provide the 
correct period uniforms and detail. 

An example is Lt. Colonel, The 
Honourable, Maurice Gifford of the 
Rhodesian Horse. Col. Gifford, a 
veteran of the Mahdist War, lost his 
right arm in the Second Matabela 
War in Northern Rhodesia. He was 
a colorful figure of the Victorian era. 
He traveled widely throughout the 
British Empire. He served in the 
Army and acted as a correspondent 
for London newspapers. 

One has to wonder if we would 
not have heard more of Gifford, like 
his contemporary Winston Churchill, 
if he had not burned himself to death 
by cleaning his uniform with petrol 
while smoking. Edmund has portrayed 
Gifford with his empty right sleeve 
folded across his uniform blouse. 



Col. Gifford and a trooper of the Rhodesian Horse. In the background are the North-West 
Mounted Police , New South Wales Lancers and Malay Straits Guides (from left). 
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The Royal Regiment of Canada hailed from 
Toronto. 

Dieppe Raid in 1942. Out of 556 men, 
200 were killed and 264 captured. 
Reconstituted by a new 2nd Battalion, 
the unit landed in Normandy July 7, 
1944, and went on to campaign in 
Northern Europe. Today it’s a reserve 
formation. 

Several Jubilee documents list 
contingents from both the 10th 
Battalion “Royal Grenadiers” and the 
Royal Regiment of Canada as being a 
part of the celebration. I will leave it to 
our Canadian cousins to straighten me 
out on that point. 

One of my favorite groups is 
Edmund’s second rendering of the 
North-West Mounted Police. This 
time they are modeled in their service 
uniforms, which they wore at the 
Jubilee. Appropriately, they are wearing 
their famous Stetson hats, as this 
occasion was reported to be the first 
time they were worn officially. 

TRINIDAD'S FINEST 

Edmund’s recent 54-mm sets hand- 
painted in gloss include the Trinidad 
Police. Trinidad was well-represented 
at the Jubilee by elements of its Field 
Artillery, Light Horse, Light Infantry 
and Police. 

The former Spanish colony was 
surrendered to England in 1797. It had 
a rich population of Spanish, French 
and other European Catholics, along 
with a black slave population. Also 
present was a significant number of 
free, slave-owning blacks. 

In 1816, 700 former black slaves 
from the Southern United States, who 
had escaped from their owners during 
the War of 1812 and joined the British 
Royal Marines, were granted lands as 


Dismounted Royal Canadian Dragoons crafted by Edmund Fangonilo. 


CANADIAN FORCES 

The year 2015 saw the introduction 
of another six sets, leading off with 
the Royal Canadian Dragoons. This 
regiment dates back to 1885, when its 
first elements served in the Canadian 
North-West. They saw service in 
World War I on the Western Front, 
then World War II in Sicily and the 
Italian campaign. Today it’s an active 
regiment in the Canadian Armoured 
Corps which saw recent service in 
Afghanistan. 

Edmund has also re-created the 
8th Hussars, another one of Canada’s 
venerable cavalry regiments that 
continued into the modern era as 
an armoured unit. Based on New 


Brunswick origins, volunteers served 
in South Africa. The unit went to 
France in WWI, saw hard service in 
Italy in WWI I and deployed elements 
to Korea for that “police action.” After 
sending troops to Afghanistan, the 
regiment was placed in a reserve role. 

Another toy soldier set was 
inspired by the Toronto-based Royal 
Regiment of Canada. It saw service 
during the 19th-century Fenian raids, 
then sent volunteers to serve in South 
Africa. During WWI, the regiment 
ultimately contributed eight battalions 
to the Canadian Expeditionary Force 
for service in France. 

WWII saw the Royal Regiment 
of Canada horribly mauled in the 


The 8th Hussars of Canada march with their swords drawn. 
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a reward for their service. By 1838, 
slavery had been fully abolished in 
Trinidad. By the end of the century, it 
was not unusual to find black officers 
among the West Indian forces. 

One of the anecdotes from the 
Jubilee recalls an incident involving 
Queen Victoria during a review at 
Aldershot. She impressed all on 
hand by chatting with an officer of 
the Malay State Guides in his own 
language. But the effect was somewhat 
spoiled when she came to Lt. E.M. 
Lazare, the black adjutant of the 
Trinidad Field Artillery, and asked 
him if he spoke English? 

“Yes Madam, on Trinidad we 
all speak English,” Lazare replied. 

Lord Roberts of Kandahar tactfully 
interjected, “And very good English 
too!” 

PRUSSIAN GUARDS 

The 1st Prussian Dragoon Guards 
might seem out of place at the Jubilee 
until you hear their title, “The Queen 
of Great Britain and Ireland’s Own,” 
and remember that German Kaiser 
Wilhelm II was Victoria’s eldest 
grandson and one of her favorites. In 
the Jubilee parade, a detachment led 
the Queen’s escort. 

Less than 20 years later, this 
German regiment and several others 


bearing the names of other relatives of 
the Kaiser (Russian Czar Nickolas II, 
etc.), would have their titles changed 
and be disbanded by the end of WWI. 
Edmund produces an officer, bugler 
and four troopers in medium blue, 
which provides a nice contrast to the 
Colonial forces. 

39 SETS SO FAR 

Edmund’s Jubilee series totals 39 nine 
sets at the time of this writing. 

In 2013, he started another new 
series called “Victoria’s Armies.” It also 
features Commonwealth and Colonial 
forces, but not necessarily units 
associated with the Jubilee (you are 
right, I could not help myself and had 
to add some of these to my collection). 

Edmund has also continued to 
produce his highly popular American 
Civil War sets, as well as some 
commissioned figures. All continue to 
be offered in the same high quality that 
he is well known for. 

To date, he has not produced any 
of the colours for the Jubilee series. 
Although this is correct in that we 
have no record of the Commonwealth 
and Colonial detachments carrying 
their flags in either the parade or at 
Aldershot, I would still enjoy having 
some of Edmund’s great colour parties 
for these units. I 



The Queen of Great Britain and Ireland's Own 1st Prussian Dragoon Guards. 



Trinidad Police contingent based on Queen 
Victoria's Diamond Jubilee procession. 



Edmund's second rendering of the Canada's 
North-West Mounted Police features figures 
in Stetsons and service uniforms. 


GET IN TOUCH 


EDMUND'S TRADITIONAL 
TOY SOLDIERS 
Edmund Fangonilo 
2030 10th Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94116 
Phone: 415-681-8401 
Email: edtradts@yahoo.com 


ABOUT THE WRITER 


Gus Gardner is a longtime toy 
soldier collector and history 
enthusiast. His main collecting 
interest is centered around 
old Britains, but the American 
frequently ventures into new 
figures. "Actually, I just go after 
what I like, and I happen to like 
the variety of the troops of the 
Victorian era. Also the work of 
some artists just appeals to me," 
he related. Gus is retired and 
lives in Cleveland Ohio. 
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PLASTIC PARADE 


NEWS, VIEWS & REVIEWS FOR COLLECTORS 


With Jim Clouse 


PIRATE SCHOONER 

BY BARZSO PLAYSETS 

Reviewed by: Jim Clouse 

R on Barzso returned to the past 
to get something new for his 
latest release. Introduced at the 
2015 OTSN Inc. Chicago Toy Soldier 
Show was his “Pirate Schooner.” 

Ron explained that this “small” 
sailing vessel was originally designed 
to be used as his “Treasure Island” 
pirate ship. But the proprietor of 
Barzso Playsets decided that the 
playsets complementary boat needed 
to be larger. So, into the dry dock (his 
attic) went approximately 65 smaller 
schooner hulls that had already been 
produced. 

During the ensuing years, Ron 
would occasionally mention that he 
wanted to do something with the 
schooner. But with new projects being 
worked on, the timing was never quite 
right until 2015. With no completely 
new projects in the works for the 
autumn Chicago show, Ron decided it 
was time to do “something” with the 
ship. And what a “something” it is! 

SAIL TRIMMING 

The hand-painted “Pirate Schooner” 
arrives partially assembled in a plain 
brown cardboard box. The ship 


Collectors' imaginations 
can set sail with Ron 
Barzso's "Pirate Schooner. 




measures approximately 27 Vi inches 
long (35 inches long including the 
bowsprit) by 7 inches wide by 25 Vi 
inches high (to the top of the masts). 

Each of the four mainsails has its 
matching fighting top already glued in 
place. Two holes are predrilled in the 
ship’s deck into which the masts are 
to be inserted. The ship also includes a 
jib sail and bowsprit with a length of 
“rigging” (string). 


Assembly was quite easily 
accomplished. However, I did have to 
hot glue the bowsprit in place, after a 
small bit of trimming. For permanence 
and strength, a collector might want to 
hot glue the two masts in place as well. 

ACCESSORIES HAUL 

The schooner comes with a variety of 
plastic accessories and armament. All of 
them were previously released in other 



The buccaneer boat set's components are shown straight out of the box. 



Side view of the schooner with its four 
mainsails and jib. 
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Back view of the "Pirate Schooner" 
ready to set sail for adventure. 



playsets, most notably, with “Treasure 
Island” and its larger pirate ship. 

Resin accessories include: 

• Four fighting tops. 

• Three-piece ship’s wheel. 

• Two coils of rope. 

• One cat o’ nine tails. 

• Two small treasure chests. 

• Three small piles of pirate treasure. 

• One basket of fruit. 

• One small coracle (crude boat). 

• One two-bladed oar (for the 
coracle). 

• Seven various pools of water 
(molded in translucent green/blue). 

• Two cannonball splashes (also in 
translucent green/blue). 

• One large shark’s fin in the water. 

• One small shark’s fin in the water. 

• One flat rock, with a crab and a 
starfish molded on. 

• One “wooden” piling. 



The ship’s resin armament includes: 

• Eight two-piece, 6-pounder cannons 
(black barrels, brown carriages). 

• Two swivel guns to be mounted on 
the railings. 

The “Pirate Schooner” also comes 
with instructions and a paper sheet 
of pirate flags for the collector to cut 
out and assemble to flagpoles (thin, 
wooden dowel rods, not included) and 


Eight cannons and two swivel 



then placed at the top of the masts, etc. 

The hull of the ship is well- sculpted 
with some nice detailing and it is 
attractively painted. Again, this is 
an extremely limited item. Once all 
the ships are sold out, there won’t be 
anymore. 

While it’s still available, the 54-mm 
“Pirate Schooner” is priced at $129.95 
U.S. ■ 



Argh, what a haul matey! Accessories include everything 
from the fins of swimming sharks to watery cannonball splashes. 
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SMALL MEDIEVAL TOWER 

BY BARZSO PLAYSETS 

Reviewed by: Jim Clouse 


A few years ago, Barzso Playsets 
released “Nottingham Castle” 
along with “The Tales of Robin 
Hood” playset. 

The first version of the medieval 
castle included a massive keep molded 
in top and bottom halves. The top half 
of the keep included a small tower. 
Unfortunately (or, as it turns out, 
fortunately), the small tower proved to 
be challenging to manufacture because 
it was difficult to pull out of the mold. 

In order to continue making the 
castle, proprietor Ron Barzso decided 
to have the top molded in two separate 
parts (three parts total for the keep), 
with the small tower becoming a 
separate piece. The proposed solution 
worked and production of the castle 
continued. 

After Ron received the new two- 
part keeps, he liked the way the small 
tower looked as a stand-alone piece. 

He discovered that it would fit on 
top of the crenulated tower top of the 
castle and on other medieval pieces, 
including atop his “Fortified Abbey” 
playset. This gives collectors more 
ability to customize their castles and 
medieval villages. 



The new "Small Medieval Tower" 
can be displayed on its own or 
complement medieval fortifications. 



The small tower is shown 
displayed with the maker's 
"Fortified Abbey " 


CASTLES EVOLVE 


Having traveled with Ron on two trips 
to the United Kingdom and visiting 
several different castles, I was struck by 
how they evolved over time. Some parts 
of castles were torn down or destroyed 
while other sections were added. 

The result was anything but a uniform 
look. Consequently, I think the addition 
of this small tower gives collectors the 
chance to “evolve” their castles as well. 

Of course, to make the tower available 
to collectors, Ron needed to manufacture 
more towers than keeps. After some 
thought, he decided it was worth a try. 

Personally, I think it was a good 
decision. Readers can see in a couple 
of my photographs accompanying this 
review how I’ve added the tower to the 
“Fortified Abbey” and to a large castle 
tower. 

The 54-mm, hand painted “Small 
Medieval Tower” is approximately 
3 Vi inches by 4 inches by 6 inches. 

It sells for $20 U.S.. ■ 



A large castle tower is enhanced by the 
addition of the new small tower on top. 


ABOUT THE REVIEWER 


Jim Clouse is first and foremost a collector of plastic toy soldiers, with 
his main interest being vintage Marx and Barzso Playsets items. He is 
the building and terrain sculptor for Barzso. TS&MF readers might also 
know Jim from the BattleBoards he makes for displaying toy soldiers 
and playsets. In addition, Jim is the webmaster for several toy soldier 
hobby-related Websites. 
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KIT KORNER 

MODEL FIGURE NEWS, VIEWS AND REVIEWS 


With Paul Newman 


HOW-TO TIPS FOR CONSTRUCTING MODEL FIGURE KITS 

By Paul Newman 


H i again. So, the nights have 
drawn in and we can get on 
with spending the evening 
modeling! I have been working on a 
few projects for 2016 events, enjoying 
myself by taking my time on building 
and painting models. 

Starting this month, I have decided 
to bring to readers a series of articles 
covering a few models rather than 
reviewing a single kit. I was prompted 
to do so by a fellow British Model 
Soldier Society member, who asked 
me a few questions about building 
and painting resin figures. He is a 
traditional “toy soldier, straight up- 
and-down” modeler. He wants to get 
more into model figure modeling 
after reading a few of my previous 
installments of “Kit Korner”in 
TS&MF and attending a recent model 
soldier show. 

What we discussed was the 
changes that have happened to figure 
modeling during the last 20 to 30 
years, in particular the different media: 
metal, plastic and resin (or, more 
appropriately, “polyethylene resin” or 
“PU resin”). We also talked about 
how the popular choices of scale are 
now not only just 54-mm, but include 
larger scales and busts (which I think 
is because we are getting older and 
find them easier to paint). This has led 
to the modern-day modeler having to 
adapt techniques and learn new skills 
to suit. 

What I intend to do, then, is to 
bring readers the different modeling 
skills and techniques required for 
making and painting each of the types. 

Firstly, for those of you who are new 
to this column, please let me tell you 
that I am not a master or professional 
modeler. I have been making model 
soldiers for a long time. That’s all, so 
I am just passing on my knowledge 
gained over that time. 


There will be things I do about 
which others might say, “You shouldn’t 
do it that way” or “I don’t do it like 
that.” If so, why not write in with your 
ideas and suggestions? 


TWO MODEL KITS 

For this first part, in which I will discuss 
the constmction phase, I have two models. 

A large-scale resin bust of a British 
Royal Navy rating of the Napoleonic 



Components of the Mitches Military Models resin bust kit depicting a British naval rating are 
shown straight out of the box. 



* 

After taking a kit like 
the Friendship Models 
Black Watch Highlander out of 
the box, conduct an inspection 
to ensure all parts are present. 
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Two-part epoxy resin and Super Glue are 
used to assemble model figure kits. 


Resin kits like the naval rating come with 
molding blocks that need to be removed. 

era was produced by Mitches Military 
Models and retails for £35. 

A 75-mm (1:24- scale), white-metal 
kit of a Black Watch private of the 
Indian Mutiny period was made by 
Thistle Miniatures and obtained from 
Friendship Models for £20. 

These kits represent the main types 
of materials commonly used (there is, 
of course, paper, wood and scratch- 
building - perhaps topics for later), 
different scales and varied types of 
figures quite well. So now on to how-to 
construct resin and metal kits. 


Tools used for cutting resin kits. 


ABOVE LEFT: After the resin scabbard was dipped in hot water, the modeler straightened 
it using his fingers. ABOVE RIGHT: The naval rating's scabbard is shown after 
being straightened. 


FIRST THINGS FIRST! 

It might be ingrained into most 
modelers’ brains, but the first thing 
when taking a model out of its box is 
to count and check that all the parts 
are there! If there is a part missing or 
broken, either contact the manufacturer 
(they are usually more than happy to 
send a replacement) or see if you can 
either repair or replace it yourself. 

Check the model against the box 
art to check where everything goes. 

This is when I start investigating 
further, looking things up in books and 


searching the Internet for details and 
examples of uniforms and background 
to the regiment or period. This can take 
ages, and often does! 

Back to the kits, the resin kit parts 
are then placed into a bowl with warm 
soapy water. Out of the box, almost 
all resin parts are coated with a slick 
substance called mold release that helps 
keep the resin from sticking to the 
molding rubber. Wash this off before 
proceeding or the glue might not bond 
the parts together, and painting will be 
impossible. I keep a bottle of clinical 


ABOVE LEFT: The hot water method is used to soften small resin parts. ABOVE RIGHT: The 
scabbard supplied in the naval rating kit came bent. 


l 
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Tools used to fill gaps in resin kits. 


hand wash (the alcohol-based gel type) 
and tissues with me when building 
resin kits to clean bits which I spot 
after the initial wash. 

KITS DETAILS 

I chose these kits as they all have a fair 
bit of construction to do versus a lot of 
metal kits and resin busts, which only 
have two or three parts. After studying 


the parts, the next step is to decide how 
a kit is going to go together. 

The Mitches Military Models kit 
comes in 10 resin parts: the main 
body, hat and head, both arms, hands 
with pistols, spare pistols, and cutlass 
in its scabbard. So even this needs 
some thought as to the construction 
sequence. Indeed, the scabbard falls 
down below the rest of the bust a long 



Marking the base and a brass rod holding the figure ensured it was centered when pinned 
into position. 



The leather strap part of the scabbard was 
enlarged using two-part epoxy putty. 


way. How this is to be attached will 
depend on the base that the bust will 
be connected to. 

Even though the figure is cut off at 
the waist (perhaps this should be called 
a “half- figure” rather than a “bust”), 
there is plenty of activity and motion 
in the way that he is brandishing 
his pistols and the stern, gritty facial 
expression. There will be loads of 
details to paint here! 

The Thistle Miniatures’ Black Watch 
figure has slightly more than the 
average number of parts for a white- 
metal kit, with eight in all. They range 
from the large body and legs in one 
piece to a small bullet pouch to be 
attached to the cross belt. 

The Highlander is shown calling out 
to fellow infantrymen during a struggle 
in an Indian town in the 1850s. He has 
discarded his red tunic to keep cool and 
stuffed it into his belt and food pouch. 

As I look at this figure, his actions 
are inspiring me to try to show this 
with the groundwork. The sculpting 
of the figure shows very fine detail, 
especially the face. 



A check revealed that the scabbard 
protruded below the back of the bust and 
its base , so an adjustment was required. 
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Front view of the naval rating bust armed Tools used for filing and smoothing metal kits, 
with a pair of pistols. 


GLUES TO USE 

The reason why I have chosen resin 
and metal figure making together is 
that they have very similar properties as 
far as we modelers are concerned. The 
main difference between working with 
resin and metal and plastic is how they 
can be glued together. 

Metal and resins cannot be bonded 
with styrene glues (for instance, 

Testors, MEK, Acetone or Revell). My 
preferred glues for working with resin 
are cyanoacrylate cement, also known as 
Super Glue, and epoxy (two-mix resin and 
hardener). Both Super Glue and epoxy 
have their weak and strong attributes, 



Note how the knife is held close to the 
end to carefully scrape metal joint seams. 


and often one or the other might be 
called for even in the same model. 

Epoxy is very strong, but it takes 
time for the bond to set up — anywhere 


from five to 30 minutes depending 
on the type. This means clamping or 
taping the parts together so they wont 
move while the glue sets. 



A Blu-Tac sort of removable material and gravity are used to hold the metal figure in place 
while glue sets. 
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Small pins are shown precut and held in a piece of wood ready to be glued as needed during 
construction of the Indian Mutiny Highlander. 


Super Glue, on the other hand, sets 
up in seconds. But it doesn’t have much 
sheer strength (parts can pop off, if 
stressed from the side). 

I won’t discuss soldering for metal 
kits, as I have never learnt how to do it 
on low melting point white metal, and 
these two glues suit my needs. 

Another issue with Super Glue is 
that hobbyists also need to be really 
careful about keeping their fingers 
away from a join area while the glue 
is active or they will quickly find the 
model glued to their fingers. That is 
why I keep the clinical hand wash 
handy as it (or nail polish remover) will 
free you quickly. 


WORKING WITH RESIN 

I will discuss making the resin model 
first. 

Resin parts are cast from a liquid. 
They usually come still attached to 
the casting block, which has to be 
removed. If the attachment point is 
thin, then it might be separated with 
repeated passes from a sharp hobby 
knife. However, if the attachment point 
is thick, it will need to be cut off with a 
fine saw, sometimes called a razor saw. 

There were a few blocks on the naval 
rating bust to be removed in this way. 
This can take a time, so just sit back 
and relax! You might wish to try using a 
motor tool to speed up the process, but 


great care is needed when doing this. If 
too much friction is generated, the resin 
might melt. I use an attachment with 
large saw blades for really large blocks, 
but usually I use a razor saw. 

The greatest difficulty can be cutting 
away the casting block without damaging 
the part. So for small parts, or where 
the casting block is a lot bigger than the 
actual part, I use the hot water method. 
Drop the piece into some hot hater for a 
few seconds. As soon as it is taken out of 
the cup (use tweezers!), it can be cut with 
small scissors or a scalpel. 

Please note that whenever cutting 
resin like this, or sanding it, there will 
be a fine dust produced which is very 
bad for the lungs. Wear a filter mask 
and clean up your work area afterwards. 

When the parts have been removed 
from the casting blocks, they need 
to be cleaned up. Any remaining lug 
where the part was attached to the 
casting block will need to be cut away 
with a knife or sanded/filed away. There 
is also sometimes a seam that will need 
to be removed with a sharp blade. I 
find that a selection of nail files work 
just as good as sandpaper for resin kits. 

One potential fault in resin parts 
is warping, which unlike a metal 
part cannot be simply bent back into 
position. For example, the scabbard 
on this kit is bent at the pointed end. 

I used the boiling water technique to 
soften the resin. Then as soon as it was 
taken out of the cup, I straightened it 
between my fingers. 



The metal figure is connected to a block of 
wood for handling during painting. 



Cut small and sharp metal bits in a bag to keep them from flying across the table. 
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Another potential fault is air 
bubbles. Sometimes tiny air bubbles 
(called pinholes) can be trapped in the 
mold whilst the resin is setting. This 
might mar the surface detail. 

There was one on the neck join of the 
bust, which I filled with “Green Stuff” 
(two-part epoxy resin putty). I also used 
the putty to fill any gaps that I thought 
needed work. In addition, I used modeling 
putty to enhance the bust by enlarging 
where the strap is sculpted on the 
scabbard to make it look more realistic. 

To center the bust connected to 
the base, I used the technique of “drill 
and pin.” But this time I used a larger 
diameter length of brass than my 
normal length of paperclip for joining 
parts. I found the center of the base, 
drilled a hole for the brass rod and then 
“painted” the other end of the rod with 
a felt tip pen before pushing it against 
the underside of the bust where I 
wanted it to be drilled. I simply drilled 
out the underside of the bust and glued 
the pin. The pin was not stuck to the 
base at this point. 

I attached the scabbard to the figure, 
then noticed it protruded a long way 
down, interfering with the base. I 
decided to cut off some of the scabbard, 
as it would be obvious what the part 
was on the finished model. 

When the naval model is finished, 

I will cut a length of a wider diameter 
rod or plastic straw to make a better- 
looking connection. 

WORKING WITH METAL 

Onto the metal kit! 

I wont go into great lengths about 
working with metal, as I know a lot 
of TS&MF readers are cognizant of 
the media. Working with metal is very 
similar to working with resin. 

One of the differences is that there 
are often seam lines which need to be 
carefully scraped away with a scalpel. 

To avoid slippages and ruining other 
surface detail, I hold the blade very 
close to the point between hands firmly 
gripping the figure. 

When joining parts together, the use 
of elastic bands, Blue-Tac and gravity 
are key to holding things together 
when setting the glue. Due to the 
weight of the material, I do a lot of 
drilling and pinning of metal parts 
together, using a fine drill bit and a 



The kit figures are prepared for priming by covering up the bases. 



Back view of the assembled kits prepped priming. 
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paperclip cut to length. I find it useful 
to cut the paperclip in a small plastic 
bag to keep the pieces from flying 
across the table! 

Like the resin bust, gaps were filled 
with two-part putty Two holes were 
drilled in the feet to connect them to 
a temporary base that will be used for 
holding the model whilst painting. 

Any surface blemishes were sanded 
with “wet-and-dry” sanding paper, 
dipped in water, to reduce the scoring of 
the surface. Now it’s ready for priming! 


PRIMING FIGURES 

When I am happy with a completed 
figure after a final check over, I give it 
a coat of primer. This not only helps 
a paint finish adhere to the resin or 
metal, it provides an even appearance 
where filler has been added. Priming 
also helps check that the finished 
surface of the figure is smooth and 
there are no gaps. 

I covered the bases in masking tape 
and paper to make them ready for the 
“spraying cabinet. ”1 always do this 
outdoors, as the fumes can be quite 
noxious and the smell lingers! I have 
an old cardboard box for this purpose, 
with old magazines to catch any stray 
paint mist. 

As I’ve mentioned in previous 
columns, I use either white or gray 
primer, depending on the final finish. 
Therefore, the naval rating would 
normally be primed in gray, but I want a 
really weathered finish to his coat rather 
than a dark blue, so I used a white primer. 

Once the primer dried, I gave the 
figures a final check for any blemishes 
(none found) and set them aside ready 
for painting. But that is another article! 

By the way, the these modeling 
tips work for soft plastic (polythene) 
figures, except sandpaper cannot be 
used on them - they just get roughed 
up. Also always use a sharp scalpel. 

I hope this has inspired some 
readers to have a go at making a resin 
or metal kit, or at least not be afraid of 
making one. 

My sincere thanks to Mitches 
Military Models and Friendship Models 
for the review models. Next month I 
hope to bring to readers how-to advice 
about modeling with hard (polythene) 
plastic, my favorite material to work 
with, and a bit of conversion work. ■ 


A simple cardboard box serves as an outdoor spraying booth for priming figures. 


ABOUT THE REVIEWER 


Paul Newman is a keen modeler whose main interest is the 
Napoleonic Wars, particularly British cavalry. He is a longtime 
member of the British Model Soldier Society and serves as its 
treasurer while his wife, Julie, is its secretary. Paul's memberships 
have also included Planetfigure and The Basement. In addition, 
the Newmans operate Name It! providing engraved nameplates to 
model figure enthusiasts. They can be found manning their stand at 
many major European shows. 



The two kits are shown following construction and priming , making them ready for next 
step of painting. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


->READ ALL ABOUT IT... 


COMMANDER WILL CUSHING: 
DAREDEVIL HERO OF THE CIVIL WAR 


Author: Jamie Malanowski 
Publisher: W.W. Norton & Co. 
ISBN: 978-0-393-35185-9 
Price: £11.63 U.K./J517.95 U.S. 
Reviewed by: A.J. Mergenthaler 

For those who are immersed in 
the American Civil War, I am sure 
that William Baker Cushing is a 
familiar name. However, I must 
admit that before reading this 
fast-paced and engagingly written 
book by Jamie Malanowski, I was 
not aware of this valiant Union 
naval officer. “Commander Will 
Cushing: Daredevil Hero of the 
Civil War” brings to life, and a 
short one it was, the spectacular 
and mercurial rise of a one-of-a- 
kind phenomenon. 

Cushing was born Nov. 4, 1842 
in Delafield, Wis. He was the 10th 
of 1 1 children resulting from two 
marriages. From childhood, he 
was a quick-tempered and good- 
natured prankster. His family’s 
good connections in politics and 
the military were of help on a 
number of occasions. 

Cushing entered the U.S. Naval 
Academy in 1857 at age 15, the 
youngest in his class. He was not 
an academic and his amassing 
of demerits put him dangerously 
close to expulsion on several 
occasions. Rather than being 
dismissed, Cushing resigned from 
the Academy only a few months 
short of graduation. Pressure from 
sympathetic people in authority 
enabled him to be reinstated. Upon 
graduation, he was assigned to 
the USS Minnesota as an acting 
master’s mate. 

Cushing’s active service 
career began on blockade duty 
intercepting and/ or destroying 


Southern blockade runners. With 
3,500 miles of coastline along the 
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, plus a 
myriad of rivers, inlets, etc., relatively 
few blockade runners were either 
seized or destroyed. It was boring 
and unfulfilling duty that encouraged 
Cushing to volunteer for a number of 
more dangerous and exciting actions. 

At age 19, Cushing was given 
command of the converted tugboat 
Ellis, with a crew of 28 and two guns. 
He was well-liked by the crews on all 
of his vessels. 

Cushing took chances that others 
wouldn’t. As a result, he gained 
recognition and rank. One of his most 
memorable actions was the sinking of 
the Confederate ironclad Albemarle in 
January 1861. 

River battles 
that Cushing 
participated in were 
meant to cripple the 
fragile Confederate 
economy by 
blocking imports of 
arms and supplies 
and prohibiting the 
export of cotton 
to procure goods. 

By the end of 
the war, Cushing 
was a lieutenant 
commander. 

He ranked 
as the youngest 
commander in the 
Navy at age 29. This 
was an amazing 
accomplishment 
since most career 
officers never 
reached that rank in 
such a short period 
of time. 

Between the end 


of the ACW in 1865 and 1879, the 
U.S. Navy went from nearly 700 
ships to a paltry 52. After the war, 
Cushing served in the Pacific and 
the United States until his untimely 
death at age 32 due to a mystery 
illness. 

Cushing’s brothers included 
Alonzo, who was killed in action at 
Gettysburg; Milton; and Howard, 
who died when part of his 3rd 
Cavalry command was ambushed by 
Apaches led by Cochise in the West. 

The author notes that the ACW 
revealed Will Cushing “to be a 
genius of war, an artist of military 
action.” He was a truly conflicted 
man with a flair for extreme risk- 
taking. ■ 


“A SUPERBLY ENTERTAINING BOOK.” — S. C, GWVNNE. 


author of Empire of tmje: summer Moon 



DAREDEVIL HERO OF THE CIVIL WAR 
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WELLINGTON'S HIDDEN HEROES: 

THE DUTCH AND THE BELGIANS AT WATERLOO 


Author: Veronica Baker-Smith 
Published by: Casemate Publishers 
ISBN: 978-1-61200-332-0 
Price: £19.99 U.K./$32.95 U.S. 
Reviewed by: Leo Winston 

‘New :inrl rarely used sources lead to .1 radically revised 
version of a lamiliar story" - David Stariin 

WELLINGTON’S 

HIDDEN HEROES 


The Dutch and the Belgians at Waterloo 



POLISH SPITFIRE ACES 

Author: Wojtek Matusiak 
Illustrator: Robert Grudzien 
Published by: Osprey Publishing, 
Aircraft of the Aces 127 
ISBN: 978-1-4728-0837-0 
Price: £13.99 U.K./J522.95 U.S. 
Reviewed by: Stuart A. Hessney 

“Polish Spitfire Aces,” authored by 
Wojtek Matusiak and illustrated by 
Robert Grudzien, underscores those 
aviators’ vital role during World War II. 

Out of all Allied airmen, Polish 
pilots had gained the most experience 
fighting the German Luftwaffe by the 
time the war descended on the United 
Kingdom. The Poles quickly proved 
themselves to be highly skillful and 
aggressive fighter pilots, especially 
when behind the controls of iconic 
Spitfires, as the aerial Battle of Britain 
was waged. 

The Free Polish Air Force 
eventually became the largest non- 


The Duke of Wellington described 
1815’s Battle of Waterloo as “the most 
desperate business I ever was in. I was 
never so near being beat.” 

The bravery of his British troops on 
that fateful day 200 years ago has been 
rightly trumpeted ever since, along 
with the timely arrival of Prussian 
forces that tilted the scales against the 
forces of French Emperor Napoleon I. 

However, the fact that about one- 
third of the troops who fought under 
Wellington were actually subjects of 
King Wilhelm I of the Netherlands has 
been largely overlooked in the English- 
speaking world. “Wellington’s Hidden 
Heroes: The Dutch and the Belgians at 
Waterloo,” a 208 -page, hardcover book 
authored by Veronica Baker- Smith, 
seeks to redress this injustice by delving 
into Dutch sources. 

Dutch-Belgian troops have been 
characterized as something of an 
unreliable rogue element in the 
otherwise disciplined Allied army. They 
have been described as inexperienced, 
incompetent and cowardly. 

Instead, the author asserts it was 
they alone who saved Wellington from 


Commonwealth Spitfire operator, 
using about 1,500 Mks I, II, V, IX 
and XVI variants to great effect. 

Francis “Gabby” Gabreski, the top- 
scoring U.S. Army Air Forces ace in 
the European Theater of Operations, 
and a flock of other Allied and 
Commonwealth aces flew with Polish 
squadrons, enhancing their fighting 
prowess. In addition, a number of 
Polish pilots were attached to other 
Allied nations’ squadrons. 

The author of this 96-page 
paperback is regarded as an expert on 
Polish fighter planes and their pilots. 
He delivers a highly detailed and 
lavishly illustrated account of airmen 
who were determined to avenge their 
overrun and occupied homeland by 
shooting down as many Axis aircraft 
as possible from the skies over 
Britain, during the Dieppe landings 
in France, in the Mediterranean and 
beyond. ■ 


disaster in the prelude to Waterloo 
fought at Quatre Bras. The Iron Duke 
had committed a strategic error because 
his forces were widely scattered as 
the French advanced. Despite being 
outnumbered 3-to-l, the Netherlanders 
bought Wellington time to concentrate 
his forces and save Brussels from being 
occupied by the French. 

Wellington assessed the Dutch- 
Belgian soldiers’ commander, the 
Prince of Orange, as a valiant and 
reliable subordinate. But through the 
ensuing years the prince has been 
unfairly regarded as an arrogant fool 
and a “disaster waiting to happen,” 
according to the author. 

Sixteen pages reproducing 
paintings in full color illustrate this 
fresh assessment that adds another 
dimension to the Waterloo campaign 
of 200 years ago. A reader is left 
thinking that Wellington failed to 
adequately acknowledge the debt he 
owned to the Netherlanders. But the 
field marshal also once said “there 
should be glory enough for all,” 
something his Dutch-Belgian allies are 
accorded in this book. ■ 
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THE WEST POINT HISTORY OF WORLD WAR ll f VOLUME 1 


made accessible to the public. 
Thoroughly vetted and tested 
by West Point staff, cadets and 
graduates, this latest book became 
available in print, e-Book and 
enhanced digital editions in late 
2015, the year that marked the 70th 
anniversary of the end of WWII. 

This book’s editors were Clifford 
J. Rogers, Ty Seidule and Steve R. 
Waddell. They orchestrated the 
compilation of more than 200 
images from primary sources — 
mostly in full color. The illustrations 
are combined with in excess of 
100 original maps and graphics to 
illuminate preeminent historians’ 
explanations of situational context, 
choices made and their consequences 
within the ebb and flow of combat 
between Allied and Axis forces. 

Most books about WWII focus 
on either the campaigns in Europe 
or the Pacific. In contrast, this tome 
is organized chronologically to study 
pivotal historical events as they took 
place in both theaters of operations 
simultaneously. In this volume, 
insightful analysis of the political 
context behind military decisions 
begins with the end of World War 
I and closes in 1942, when the tide 
started to turn in favor of the Allies. 

Readers will learn about key figures 
and military decisions. This book 
also sheds light on the war’s impact 
beyond the battlefronts by examining 
how it triggered sociopolitical changes 
around the globe. 

They have a saying at West Point 
that goes, “Much of the history 
we teach is made by the people we 
taught.” 

Now anyone interested in 
WWII can tap into the Academy’s 
rich educational heritage in 
this extensively illustrated and 
authoritative book created by experts 
in the military art. ■ 


This hardcover book follows on 
the heels of the 2014 publication of 
“The West Point History of the Civil 
War” (please see TS&ME issue 202 
for my review). These books are the 
first salvos in “The West Point History 
of Warfare” series being published 
by Simon & Schuster in conjunction 
with Rowan Technology Solutions, an 
education-driven startup launched by 
Academy graduates. 

This marks the first time in four 
decades that the same history taught 
to West Point’s “Long Gray Line” of 
distinguished Army officers is being 


Author: U.S. Military Academy 
Published by: Simon & Schuster 
ISBN: 978-1-4767-8273-7 
Price: £36.25 U.K./J555 U.S. 
Reviewed by: Stuart A. Hessney 


Every cadet at the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point, N.Y., is 
required to take a two-semester 
course called “The History of the 
Military Art.” Now that depth of 
knowledge is being made available 
to enrich general readers in “The 
West Point History of World War 
II, Volume 1.” 


WRITE A BOOK REVIEW! 


Do you have a non-fiction book of interest that you'd like to review in TS&MF? Then please get in touch 
with Editor Stuart A. Hessney about requirements via e-mail at stuart@ashdown.co.uk. 
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Toy Soldier & Model Figure 
is now available on the 
iTunes Newsstand for your 
iPad and iPhone. 
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PRIZE EXERCISE 

ENTER THE TS&MF MONTHLY COMPETITION 


WIN ZULU WAR 24TH FOOT FROM EMPIRE MILITARY MINIATURES 


This month TS&MF readers have 
a chance to win a squad of British 
24th Foot soldiers for re-creating the 
Zulu War of 1879. This competition 
prize package is being made available 
due to the generosity of Malcolm 
Watson, proprietor of Empire Military 
Miniatures. 

Imperialistic machinations in British 
South Africa precipitated a war with 
the powerful native kingdom. Forces 
led by Lord Chelmsford invaded 
King Cetshwayo’s Zululand Jan. 11, 1879. 

The war ultimately ended with 
a decisive British victory at Ulundi 
and the end of the Zulu nation’s 
independence. But when the shooting 
started, Chelmsford was brimming 
with overconfidence. It would soon 
come to haunt him in the wake of 
several bloody battles against foes 
armed with spears, clubs, cowhide 
shields and antiquated rifles. 

While the British general was away 
leading a reconnaissance detachment 
in search of the Zulu army, more 
than 20,000 warriors enveloped and 
slaughtered his main force encamped 
in the shadow of a sphinx-shaped 
mountain called Isandlwana Jan 22. 

The war’s first major battle resulted 
in about 1,350 of the 1,750 men 
Chelmsford left in the camp being 
killed. It was the worst defeat ever 
suffered by the British at the hands of a 
technologically inferior indigenous foe. 

Meanwhile, the Undi Corps made 
up of as many as 4,000 more warriors 
attacked the British garrison at Rorke’s 
Drift, a former mission station and 


GET IN TOUCH 


EMPIRE MILITARY MINIATURES 
Malcolm Watson 
Web: www.empiremm.co.uk 
Email: malcolm@empiremm.co.uk 
(+44) 0116 284 9300 
(+44) 0774 040 7983 


trading post located near a ford across 
the Buffalo River. It was defended by 
only 150 or so men -- mostly from the 
24th Foot and many of them sick or 
wounded. But they bravely repulsed 
equally valiant and repeated Zulu 
assaults overnight Jan. 22-23. The 
defenders received 11 Victoria Crosses 
- an unparalleled total for one action. 

The 1979 film “Zulu Dawn” 
re-created Isandlwana. Rorke’s Drift 
was previously was immortalized by the 
1964 movie “Zulu.” 

Malcolm is laying the foundation 
of a 24th Foot firing line with two 
variants of bearded privates standing 
firing, an old lance corporal with a bushy 
white mustache standing firing and a 
private with a ginger beard standing 
loading. Sculptor Andrew C. Stadden 
is responsible for the varied facial 
characterizations and nuanced poses that 
breathe life into these detailed soldiers 
making a stand on terrain-covered bases. 

Because Malcolm is a W. Britain 
collector himself, these troops are 


designed to match and reinforce 
displays and dioramas of that venerable 
brand name’s 5 8 -mm figures right 
down to the sizing and matt paint 
colors. These Empire infantrymen 
would do good service either caught in 
the open at Isandlwana or defending 
mealie bag walls at Rorke’s Drift. 

Production in China is being limited 
to 100 of each figure. They each retail 
for T37.50 U.K /$46 U.S. However, some 
very lucky TS&MF reader can win all 
four simply by sending in the correct 
answer to the following question: 

Which of King Cetshwayo’s great- 
grandsons portrayed him in the 
1964 “Zulu” film? 

A. Henry Cele 

B. Sidney Poitier 

C. Chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi 

D. Daniel Tshabalala 



The new Colonial series by 
Empire Military Miniatures is 
laying the foundation of a 24th Foot 
firing line from the Zulu War. 


HOW TO WIN! 


All entries must be submitted in writing with your complete 
contact details, including an e-mail address if available. Entries can 
mailed to Issue 213 Prize Exercise, TS&MF, Ashdown Ltd., PO Box 
2258, Pulborough, West Sussex, England, U.K. RH20 9BA. Entries 
can also be sent via fax to (507) 634-7691 or mail to Issue 213 Prize 
Exercise, TS&MF, Ashdown Inc., 68132 250th Ave., Kasson, MN, USA 
55944. All entries must be received by Jan. 31, 2016. 
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Congratulations to the very lucky 
winner of TS&ME issue 209’s “Prize 
Exercise” featuring a rootin’ tootin’ 
rendition of an Old West livery stable 
courtesy of Black Hawk Toy Soldier. 

This brand is an offshoot of Spain’s 
Andrea Miniatures. Many of its 
detailed products started out life as 
Andrea model figure kits before being 
transformed into l:32/54-mm toy 
soldier items painted in matt colors. 
Nineteenth-century, U.S. history has 
been a mother lode of inspiration for 
Black Hawk. 

For example, U.S. Cavalry 
commander George Armstrong Custer 
has headlined three different series. 

One range was based on his exploits 
during the American Civil War’s Battle 
of Gettysburg in 1863. Another series 
spotlights Custer’s Last Stand against 
Indians in June 1876. Titled “Ride 
to Glory,” Black Hawk’s latest release 
depicts Custer and his 7th Cavalry 
heading for their date with destiny at 
the Little Bighorn. 

On Sept. 7, 1876, the James-Younger 
Gang attempted to rob the First 
National Bank of Northfield, Minn. 

The robbers killed the bank’s cashier 
and a Swedish immigrant. But the 
town’s citizens became aware of what 
was happening, took up arms, thwarted 
the robbery and gunned down a couple 
of members of the gang. Brothers Jesse 
and Frank James managed to escape 
west into the Dakotas, but the rest 
of the outlaws were either killed or 
captured. The incident inspired figures 
and a bank fa£ade. 

One of Black Hawk’s most impressive 
Old West releases to date has been the 
“Overland Stagecoach.” It comes ready 
to display with a driver, a guard riding 
shotgun, passengers and a six-horse team 
galloping on downhill terrain. 

The Gunfight at the O.K. Corral in 
Tombstone, Ariz., took only about 30 
seconds Oct. 26, 1881, but it has become 
practically legendary. Black Hawk has 
re-created the action with figures of 
the Earp brothers and Doc Holliday 
representing frontier law and order in a 
showdown with outlaw cowboys. 

Of course, Black Hawk has not 
overlooked cowboys and Indians! 

Native American figures portray 
various tribes with warriors, hunters, 


women and children. A cattle drive 
complete with a longhorn steer, a 
chuck wagon and more underpins the 
cowboy series. Other pieces include 
a grazing horse and a cowboy getting 
ready to saddle up. 

They would look great with this new 
“Black Hawk City” livery stable (ref. 
FW-0505) made of a combination of 
white metal and resin. The weathered 
barn’s features includes proud 
proprietor McKinney standing in the 
doorway, a sleeping dog, a saddle, tools, 
and bales of hay. There’s even a sign 
that says, “Horses shod $1.50.” 


This fantastic scenic item comes 
ready for display straight out of the 
box. It retails for $285 U.S./225 euros. 
Thanks to the generosity of the fine 
folks at Black Hawk, however, TS&ME 
reader Dave Bowen of Rochester, N.Y., 
USA, won it by correctly answering that 
Trigger was the name of the Palomino 
horse ridden by singing cowboy Roy 
Rogers of film and TV fame. 

Kudos to the issue 209 “Prize 
Exercise” winner, and many thanks to 
all of the other readers who entered. 
Please keep on trying because you’ve 
got to be in it to win it! 


NEXT TIME WIN 

Next month in TS&ME issue 
214 readers will have a chance 
to win “Santa & His Globe” 
by King & Country Ltd. This 
special Christmas 2015 release 
depicts Kris Kringle checking 
his list of which little boys and 
girls have been naughty or 
nice while using a magnifying 
glass to check global geography 
to plan his delivery route for 
Christmas Eve. 
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MORE ISSUES AVAILABLE. CALL 1-866-606-6587 TO ORDER TODAY! 


COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION 


I MAG 

Toy Soldier & Model 
Figure magazine is 
now available in the 
revolutionary iMag 
format. Now there's 
a different way to 
have your favorite 
collector magazine 
delivered. ..all at the 
touch of a button. 
Every issue of the 
LARGEST toy soldier 
publication on the 
market is now 
available as an iMag 
which is delivered 
direct to your 
computer. 

A YEAR'S 
COMPLETE 
ACCESS IS ONLY 

$ 45.99 

£24.99 

SINGLE ISSUES 
$10.95 US each 

+ $3.50 shipping 

5 issues 
for $35 US 

+ $8.25 shipping 

10 issues 
for $60 US 

+ $11.50 shipping 

HOWTO ORDER 

Just / the box, fill 
out the order form 
and send to the 
address below. 

1. Write out 
your order and 
post it together 
with payment to: 

Toy Soldier 
68132 250th Ave 
Kasson MN 55944 

2. Phone your order 
through the US Toll 
Free 1 -866-606- 
6587 & pay by 
credit card 

3. Fax through 
your order on 
(507) 634 7691 


PRICES CORRECT AT TIME 
OF GOING TO PRESS. OFFER 
AVAILABLE WHILE STOCKS 
LAST. PRICES SUBJECT TO 
CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 
PLEASE PHOTOCOPY OR 
RE-WRITE DETAILS IF YOU 
DO NOTWISHTOCUTYOUR 
MAGAZINE 



ISSUE 163 


Quebec Bands 
West Point Cadets 
Cricket Anyone? 


■ ■ 

ISSUE 164 

■ ■ 

ISSUE 165 

■ ■ 

ISSUE 166 

■ ■ 

ISSUE 169 

■ ■ 

ISSUE 170 


2011 Chicago Show 

East Coast Show 

Land of Pharaohs 

Diamond Jubilee 

Japanese Samurai 

Life of Jesus 

Balaclava Battery Diorama 

London Blitz 

Delhi Durbar 

Zulu War Artillery 

Seven Years’ War 

Union Zouaves 

Ancient Egypt 

West Coaster Show 

Imperial Chinese Troops 



ISSUE 171 


300 Spartans 
Roman Legion 
Plastic Pilgrimage 


■ ■ 

ISSUE 180 

■ ■ 

ISSUE 181 

■ m 

ISSUE 185 

■ ■ 

ISSUE 195 

■ ■ 

ISSUE 200 


Brandywine Diorama 
Black Battalions 
Tuskegee Airmen 


West Coaster Show 

Knight Work 

West Point Color Guard 


Fort Meigs Siege 
Indoor Dioramas 
Caesarian Romans 


Three Musketeers 
WWII D-Day 
Wyoming Massacre 


Medieval Warrior Monks 
2014 Chicago Show 
WWII Gang of Heroes 



British Regiments 
East Coast Show 
French &, Indian War 




ISSUE 205 


Anzacs Attach Turks 
World of Dickens 
WWII GI’s &. Germans 


ISSUE 204 


78th Highlanders 
Civil War Last Battle 
Florida Soldier Show 


□ 



ISSUE 206 


Waterloo Bicentennial 
Royal Navy Press Gang 
Crusader Crossbowmen 


ISSUE 207 


Hitler’s Berlin Bunker 
Civil War Dioramas 
Zulu Warriors 



ISSUE 209 


Aero Art’s Emperors of Rome 
Japanese War Diorama 
London’s Chelsea Pensioners 



ISSUE 210 


British Footballers of WWI 
Knights of the Round Table 
British Royal Horse Artillery 



Knights of Agincourt 
Mighty War Elephants 
West Point Wargaming 



ISSUE 212 


Chicago Show Recap 
The Tuba Sc Toy Soldiers 
1903 Delhi Durbar 


ACCESS TO ALL BACK ISSUES! 

Get an ALL ACCESS PASS to a wealth of history and 
inspiration with our iMag subscription. This will give you 
exclusive access to the digital back issue library. This also 
gives you a digital subscription and you'll receive each 
new issue as soon as it's ready, delivered direct to your 
inbox. You can flick through pages easily on screen, 
printing off what you desire. Just think, you'll have 
thousands of pages, at your fingertips! 


Please send me the above indicated issues. I enclose 


Please send me 


Card No.: 


I 


check/credit card payment 

I would like access to 
the entire iMag Library 


Exp date 


Name: 


Address: 


Tel No.: 


Postcode/Zip: 

Email: 


72 TOY SOLDIER & MODEL FIGURE 

































Call the US Toll Free: 

1 - 866 - 606-6587 




BattleBoards 

Custom Display Boards, 
Terrain Pieces and 
Battlefield Accessories! 


Perfect for your displays 
and dioramas! 

ph. 815-245-9796 
jim@battleboards.net 

www.battleboards.net 



Avalible on the Apple App 
Store, Android App Store, 
and on Kindle Fire! 

www.knitsy.tv 


Name It! 

^ Nameplates for Models ^ 


£2.50 to £4.50 each 
Price Includes engraving 
15 fonts, 29 finishes 
20 standard sizes 
Borders, Symbols & badges 
Prompt Mail Order service 

Send for a leaflet to: 

Name It! 

12 Savay Lane 
Denham Green 
Bucks. UB9 5NH 
Tel: 01895 832757 

Email: nameit@fsmail.net 
www.nameitplates.co.uk 


t 


MEMPHISi 


Toy Soldier 


Buying and Selling Metal Toy Soldiers 


We buy and sell pre-owned Imperial 
& Hocker figures, sets, and collections 

Norman Rodriguez 901-218-7046 
698 Eaton Street Memphis, TN 38120 
memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net 




[reefrcsg; freasures 
Military Miniatures 

www.treefrogtreasures.com 



WWW. JGMINIATURES.< 

EHurarua accessories for Toy Soldier Collectors 
Fslabtislied 10% 

"Bring your collection to life" 



J G Miniatures I OS Prospect Rd , Sheffield, $2 SEN t UK 
Tel + 44 (0)114 4535237 , e-mail salesffijgmimatures.com 


LOOKING FOR 
A WAY TO 
PROMOTE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS? 

IF YOU'RE 
SEEING THIS 
AD, IT'S 
WORKING! 



Make our loyal 
readers your loyal 
customers! 


Call 1-866-606-6587 
or email 

sara@ashdown.co.uk 
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CALENDAR 


JANUARY TO MARCH 2016 


JANUARY 

Fri. to Sun., Jan. 15-17, London Model 
Engineering Exhibition, Great Hall, Alexandra 
Palace, London, England, U.K. N22 7AY. 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Friday and Saturday, then 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Sunday. Features vendors along with 
displays and demonstrations from more than 
50 clubs and societies involved in all types of 
modeling, from steam locomotives and traction 
engines to trucks, boats, aircraft, tanks and more. 
Admission £11 adults, £10 seniors/students and 
£ 4 children ages 5-14. Contact: Meridienne 
Exhibitions Ltd., tel: 01926 614101, fax: 01926 
614293, e-mail: info@meridienneexhibitions.co.uk 
or Website: www.londonmodelengineering.co.uk. 

Sun., Jan. 31, 22nd Annual South Florida Toy 
Soldier, Action Figure, Toy Sc Collectibles 
Show, Scottish Rite Masonic Center, 2000 North 
D St., Lake Worth, Fla., USA. 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Admission $6; children under age 12 free. The 
event, which includes a competition, is sponsored 
by the South Florida Toy Soldier Club. Contact: 
Alan McGhee, tel: (954) 699-6040; or John 
Lesinski, tel: (561) 968-5571; Website: 
www. southfloridatoysoldier. com . 

FEBRUARY 

Sat., Feb. 6, North Surrey Military Modelling 
Group Annual Open Day and Competition, 
Carshalton Beeches Baptist Church, Banstead 
Road, Carshalton Beeches, Surrey, England, U.K. 
SM5 3NL. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The event will feature 
club stands, traders and competitions for military 
and non-military modelers. Contact: e-mail: 
nsmmg@hotmail.co.uk. 

Fri. to Sun., Feb. 19-21, Atlanta Military Figure 
Society’s 39th Annual Show, Atlanta Marriott 
Century Center, 2000 Century Blvd., Atlanta, Ga., 
USA. The vendor hall opens to the public at 7 p.m. 
Friday and 9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday. Admission 
$15 for preregistered exhibitors with unlimited 
entries, $5 per day for non-exhibitors and children 
under age 12 free. Features seminars, an exhibition, 
competition and awards. Theme: “Jine the Cavalry.” 
Contact: e-mail: atlantafigures@atlantafigures.org; 
Website: www.atlantafigures.org. 

Sat., Feb. 27, On Track Military Modeling Show, 
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone, Kent, England, U.K. 
CT20 2DZ. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The event will 
feature displays, presentations, demonstrations 
and competitions. Admission adults £5; under age 
16 free. 


MARCH 

Sun., March 6, 27th Annual West Coaster Toy 
Soldier & Miniature Figure Show, Irvine Marriott 
Hotel (Orange County Airport), 18000 Von 
Karman Ave., Irvine, Calif., USA. 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Admission $6; children under 12 free. 

Hotel room trading begins the Thursday before 
the show. Contact: tel: (760) 758-5481, fax: (760) 
758-7004, Website: www.oldtoysoldierhome.com 
or e-mail: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.com. 

Sat. and Sun., March 12-13, Montreux Miniatures 
Show, Salle Omnisports, Clarens, Switzerland. 

11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. Free admission. Features vendors, figure 
and scale model painting demonstrations, and an 
international competition. Contact: Website: 
www.mtxms.ch. 

SOCIETY MEETINGS 

Bognor Regis Modelling 8c Wargaming Society, 

Community Hall, West Meads, Bognor Regis, 

West Sussex, England, U.K. Usually meets from 
7:30 to 10 p.m. every Monday. Contact the 
joint secretaries: Stephen Pidwell, tel: 01243 
855449; or Dilip Sethi, tel: 01403 780637; e-mail: 
bognormmws@gmail.com. 

British Model Soldier Society (National), Pimlico 
Room, St. Saviour’s, St. George’s Square, Lupus 
Street, Pimlico, London, England, U.K. SW1 V 
3QW. Usually meets from 5 to 7 p.m. on the third 
Friday of each month. Upcoming meeting themes 
and dates: Artillery/Transport Jan. 15 (4:30 to 
8 p.m.), Annual General Meeting (2 p.m. Saturday) 
Feb. 20 and Conversions March 18. Information: 
Arthur Smith, tel: 020 8856 0064; or Website: 
www.bmssonline.com. 

British Model Soldier Society (Bristol Area 
Branch). Information: Bob Orr, e-mail: boborr@ 
talktalk.net. 

British Model Soldier Society (Ealing Branch), 

Northfields Community Centre, 71a Northcroft 
Road, Ealing, England. Meets on the second 
Friday every month. Information: Bruce Harron, 
tel: 07847 855 850. 

British Model Soldier Society (Essex Branch), 

Two Brewers, Springfield Road, Chelmsford, 
England. Meets at 8 p.m. on the second Wednesday 
of every month. Information: Les Bickmore, tel: 
01621 744234. 

British Model Soldier Society (Northants 
Branch), Wellingborough Bowls Club, Hatton Park 
Road, Wellingborough, Northants, England. Meets 
at 7:30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of every month. 
Information: Terry O’Neill, tel: 01933 681536. 


British Model Soldier Society (Northern Branch) 
and the Manchester Association of Military 
Modelling Societies meet jointly from 1 to 5 p.m. 
on the third Saturday of every month at the Sale 
Moor Methodist Church Hall, Northenden Road, 
Sale Moor, England. Adults £1 (children free). 
Information: Tom Cunningham, tel: 01614 992803. 

Irish Model Soldier Society, Garda Club, 
Harrington Street, Dublin 8, Ireland. Meets on 
the first Thursday of every month. Information: 
Tony Foley, tel: 00 353 1 4932248. 

Letchworth Scale Model Club, host of the 
British Model Soldier Society North Herts 
Branch. Meets on the third Wednesday of every 
month from 7:30 to 10 p.m. at the Four Emblems 
Club, 2 Station Road, Letchworth Garden City, 
Hertfordshire, England, U.K. All welcome. Guests 
must pay a £1 club guest membership fee to comply 
with the social club venue’s bylaws. Information: 
Rod Johnson, club secretary and BMSS area 
representative, tel: 01438 814225; Website: 
www.letchworthsmc.yolasite.com. 

Ontario Model Soldier Society. Usually meets 
monthly (except July and August) at Branch 210 
of the Royal Canadian Legion, 110 Jutland Road, 
Toronto, Ont., Canada. Doors open at 11 a.m. and 
the formal meeting begins at 1 p.m. Next meetings 
Jan. 10, Feb. 14 and March 13. Information: 

Gary Lenius, tel: (416) 261-6494 or e-mail: 
gary_lenius@sympatico.ca; Website: www.omss.ca. 

South Carolina Military Miniature Society. 

Meetings are held at members’ homes in two U.S. 
cities: the second Thursday night of every month 
in Columbia and on Sunday afternoons every six 
weeks in Charleston. For meeting details, contact: 
Society President Dennis Fontana, tel: 

(803) 419-6747 (Columbia); or Lance Leader, tel: 
(843) 795-8720 (Charleston). For membership and 
club information, contact: Geoff Walker, tel: 

(803) 356-2674 or e-mail: pwalkerl@sc.rr.com. 

Southern California Toy Soldier Collectors 
Society. Meets on the last Saturday of every other 
month at members’ homes. New members are 
welcome. Contact: Mike Tarantino, tel: (909) 861- 
4252 or e-mail: matara42@adelphia.net. 

Sydney Model Soldier Society. New members 
needed and welcome! Meets every second 
Wednesday in every second month at Earlwood- 
Bardwell Park Bowling Club. Send all inquiries 
concerning membership and meetings to 
the secretary: Tom Thorpe, 29 Chaleyer St., 
Willoughby 2068, Sydney, NSW, Australia. 

Tel: (612) 94172162. 


EVENT ORGANIZERS ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT INFORMATION FOR INCLUSION IN THE TOY SOLDIER CALENDAR. 
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THE LEGEND of King Arthur 
and his Knights of the Round 
Table is one of the oldest and 
best-known tales of folklore 
in the English language. 

Questing far and wide 
across the Kingdom 
and beyond Arthur's 
Knights upheld the laws of 
chivalry... to protect the weak against 
the mighty and to ensure right 
triumphed over wrong... 

When they returned to 
Camelot the King would gather 

them around that 
famous table to 
listen to their many 
exploits and adventures. 

f Often he would 

| be accompanied by 
his queen... the beau- 
'ij tiful Guinevere and 

his powerful wizard. 
Merlin . 


THE GATHERING 

Now once more the Knights 
stand with their King and, 
swords drawn, swear allegiance 
to him as well as their life-long 
commitment to the chivalric 
values of fairness and fair play 
for all. 




MK151 


& 




Here stands Arthur 
himself alongside many r 

of his bravest knights - 
Lancelot... Galahad... Tristram... Gawain... 
Peleas... to name just a few. Next to the 
King stands Guinevere and Merlin. 

All together with the handsome and 
colourful Round Table (and chairs) they 
create an almost magical j ? 
scene... and a superb collection. 


To find out how you can begin your 
collection, piece by piece, of King Arthur 
& His Knights of the Round Table 
simply contact Treefrog Treasures. 

THE TREEFROG 
CONNECTION 

We stock all of K&C's many different 
series and ranges and supply collectors 
not only in America... but all over the 
world. 

Treefrog Treasures 

MILITARY MINIATURES 


Email: sales@treefrogtreasures.com 
US (toll free): 1-866-394-2418 Inti: 1-507-545-2500 
248 Sandstone Dr NW, Eyota MN 55934 United States 

FREE SHIPPING on international orders $250 
or more and within the US $50 or more 







COMING SOON! 


Royal Artillery Gunners 
with muskets. 


KING & COUNTRY HEADQUARTERS 

Suite 2301, 23rd Floor, No.3 Lockhart Road, 
Wanchai, Hong Kong 
Tel : (852) 2861 3450 Fax : (852) 2861 3806 
E-mail: sales@kingandcountry.com 


KINGS X 

206 Alamo Plaza, San Antonio, TX 78205, USA 
Tel : (210) 226 7000 Fax : (210) 226 7117 
E-mail : sales@kingsx.com 
Website : www.kingsx.com 


KING & COUNTRY SHOP 

245, Pacific Place, 88 Queenswayu 
Hong Kong 
Tel : (852) 2525 8603 
Website : www.kingandcountry.com 


AT THE TIME OF THE BATTLE OF 
WATERLOO the Royal Artillery's pres- 
ence there amounted to 25 officers ... 475 
NCO's and Privates together with just 
30 guns. 

NA340 H 


Unlike the rest of the British Army all 
Artillery officers were solely promoted by 
seniority and personal merit... not hy the 
' purchase system 

Likewise, the Royal Artillery attracted a 
better-educated and more motivated kind of 
recruit to its " other ranks”. 

Here, for the first time, is King & Country's 
tribute to the Royal 
Regiment of Artillery 
as it appeared on 


the field of battle at Waterloo on the morning 
of June 18, 1815. 

Single figures and 'double' sets are 
available as well as individual cannons 
allows collectors to form troops and batteries 
of guns to meet their own requirements. 

So, position your guns... set up your gun 
crews... and prepare to let battle commence! 
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King & Country 


AUTHENTIC HAND-MADE HISTORY 

Available around the world wherever fine 
quality military miniatures are sold. 




